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Se Wy AR ON De eer EEN oe 
OF MAN 


We do not agree with those who say that there can be nothing more 
at stake in this war than the allocation of markets and populations to be 
exploited. We believe much more may be at stake. 

At a minimum, the independent existence of this country may be 
at stake. That is true even if war aims be not stated. 

But it is still possible that this war may turn out to be a defense 
of the concept of man, the very existence on this planet of the idea of 
a free man. It may turn into that kind of a fight. That kind of an issue, if 
it could become unmistakable, would suddenly clear the minds and wills 
of the people of the world long muddied and betrayed by their leaders. 
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The Chinese and the Spanish have stood in the breach and have 
fought this fight, this fight for man, this defense of man, unaided, be- 
trayed by their fellows against devils and god-emperors and emperor-gods, 
against organized greed in every conceivable disguise. 

Our political leaders have fallen into the treacherous and deadly 
trap of a hasty identification of religion with ecclesiastical institutions. 

It is to be hoped that our political leaders will listen to God for 
a while now and stop appeasing God’s fake walking delegates who betray 
man’s union. We stand in the midst of one of the critical periods in the 
heroic tragedy of man. Politics and appeasement have been tried. States- 
manship and honesty are in order. A counter-totalitarianism is demanded 
to fight the totalitarianisms of race, nation, or church in their various 
mixtures. A counter-totalitarianism of man, the human family, a very old 
family, older than any existing cult or clan, the cult and clan of humanity. 

It is not enough to support the British Family of nations militarily. 
Even more important than that is to strengthen and give direction to their 
diplomacy. They are not merely fighting our battle in France (the Cana- 
dians, our protégés, are ironically once more defending the Monroe Doc- 
trine). That is not new. The British Fleet has always been our security in the 
Atlantic. The Spanish and the Chinese have been fighting our battle for 
years while we helped their enemies. We must somehow express the will 
of the common people of the world for collective peace. We must cease 
listening to our careerist diplomats who confuse status with significance 
and truth. Neither is it enough to make gestures of friendliness towards 
refugees while appeasing those who create refugees. A new world is to 
make. To plan that new world is as important, even more important than 
defending the world we have. For we have arrived at the place where the 
only defense of what we have 1s to create something better. 

We must cease acting like a dynosaur among nations. We need to 
be smart as well as strong to outwit fascism. It is smart now to have done 
with appeasing fascism. It is smart now to fight fascism with every avail- 
able weapon. To arm, yes. But to think of what our arms must do. It is 
illogical, irreligious, impossible, to think, for instance, that we can arm in 
defense of ourselves alone, that we can defend an island of humanity 
in the midst of a sea of sub-humanity. The world is one, to lose or to save, 
and we cannot save ourselves out of it. A hemisphere is not enough. 
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IT GROWS DARK 


Editorial Extracts—1939 
October, 1939 


No blame attaches to the world for going the world’s way. It is 
Christ who is shamed and crucified anew when in the name of God and 
brotherhood we fight for a selfish nationalism—whether it be a mystic 
nationalism of blood or a porcine nationalism of tariffs. 


Of all the divisions of Christendom which must bear the shame of 


our present world disaster, the most blameworthy are those of us named 
the “Free Churches.” 


Most blameworthy, because most gifted with spiritual truth. 


One flaw, that fatal, has been ours, namely, to have consoled our- 
selves with substitutes for the cross of living Christ in our work-a-day 
world, of weaving the pattern of brotherhood into the fabric of our bread- 
getting lives. 


We have generated the spiritual energy of a Niagara and let it go 
over the dam unharnessed. 


And now it grows dark, and what light there could be! 


And what light there isn’t! 


February, 1939 


A war which we would threaten to undertake in conjunction with 
“decent” nations for collective peace in the first place would likely never 
get beyond the stage of a threat. “Decent” nations? Yes, “decent,” not 
“perfect.” If the frontier towns had waited for “perfect” men to make 
up its first posses and law enforcement committees they never would have 
become American communities. 


America cannot move to the moon. She must join the posse. She 
must organize the posse. 
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In earnest we begin to arm. By merely arming and waiting for the 
aggressor to kick down our front door we shall be forced to fight on 
purely biological terms, for existence. 


Our loudest pacifists will be drawn in as inevitably as they were 
in 1916. And at the present moment they prepare the very holocaust at 
which they will later preside. Their blankly negative (uninstructed) dis- 
illusionment as to the motives of the last war becomes today a blankly 
negative pacifism blinding them to the heroism of the Chinese people and 
to the horrible betrayal of the Czech people (a betrayal which condemned 
them not merely to death but to moral degradation), striking them dumb 
of protest while we feed Germany and Italy with material to turn Spain 
fascist. 


March, 1939 


Spain is the linchpin for the Italian end of the Rome-Berlin axis. 
Once fitted into its place the juggernaut will roll, and nothing can stop it 
from rolling to South America. Once in South America our encirclement 
will be complete. The importance of Spain will be seen from the fact that 
the Fascist-Nazi Powers have spent two years and have taken terrible risks 
in hacking away the naked hands of the Spanish people which have until 
now kept that fatal linchpin from sliding into place. 


April, 1939 


It is plain now that Spain has been fighting not only Germany and 
Italy but England and France and us as well. And this world aggression 
against a small struggling democracy proves beyond a shadow of a doubt 
the zruly “awe’’ful proportions of Fascism, its diabolical hold everywhere on 
this planet. 


A terrible thing to behold,—a nation, two nations, three nations, 
and then a whole series of little vassal states following the evil whim of a 
genius who has the diabolic power to sow evil in masses of people, to nur- 
ture and cultivate that evil with the patience of a great antagonist of God, 
and to harvest that evil. 
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I speak of course of Hitler and his demon fellow-artist Goebbels and 
their followers and apprentices. 


I speak of that degraded portion of Catholicism, the Spanish Church, 
which has sinned so long and with such horribly dramatic fruition. I speak 
of the American Protestant Church which under the pleasant disguise of 
“liberalism” remains acquiescent in the face of a world betrayal of every- 
thing American Protestantism has stood for. 


April, 1939 


Liberals and radicals (among whom we count ourselves) are becom- 
ing strangely thoughtful of late. Fascism is awakening them to the power of 
diabolic forces. Their thin rationalistic world becomes irrupted with inva- 
sions from a world with which they have been long unacquainted. The 
characteristic feature of modern liberalism has been its sublime “optimism.” 
A kind of Pollyanna philosophy that man only needs to be released from 
his economic disabilities and his deepest aspirations will have been real- 
ized. The liberal philosophy if it is to be saved must be deepened. We 
must say to Hitler for instance “Blood and Soil,” yes, but “Human Blood 
and the Soil of this Planet for our Earthly Home.” Not less romance! But 
High Romance! 


It is to help bring back this sense of richness, of infinity, yes, of 
mystery, to our liberal philosophy that the Proresrant Dicesr is dedicated. 


But it can only be done in the historical moment and en face the 
challenge of that moment. Which is why we stress the Spanish Crucifixion 
at this moment. I fear that we American Protestants who could have and 
still can save Spain—I fear that we disciples who sleep at the gate of 
Gethsemane will sleep on until the final cry of the Spanish people. May that 
cry be “Forgive them!” For God knows we need forgiveness. 


August, 1939 


There is a terrible school of thought in America today which appeals 
in the name of Christ to the lowest human passions, that passion which we 
share with the amoeba, the elementary passion of self-preservation. 
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Even the Nazi school of thought, involving risk and sacrifice, is not 
so low. 


But the fighting republican population of Madrid learned in their 
crucifixion the deep mystery of Peace, for they knew they suffered and 
fought for the brave dreams of humankind, and they knew that theirs was 
a vicarious atonement for those decadent democracies who could not quite 
make up their minds to act in their own defense. 


And just as there was Peace in Madrid there was no Peace in 
America. America knew what was right. America knew that a young 
democracy was struggling against three tyrannies. But America passed 
by on the other side. There is no peace in the hearts of those who pass by 
on the other side. 


From this we can see that the question of violence or non-violence 
is not always relevant to Peace. One thing is certain. Since Peace is a product 
of the creative life, and since there can be no creation without the agony 
of labour, there can be no Peace without the agony of labour. 


Peace is fulfillment, not fillfulment. As the poet aa Meme 
Hopkins puts it, “He comes to work, he does not come to coo.” 


October, 1939 


Law is peace. But unenforced law is farce. Law to be peace must 
also be force. 


The man of peace must be angry enough to sit down and plait a 
whip of small cords; and the demand of his heart for inner harmony must 
drive him into the outer discord of the crucifixion. 


But peace has come to mean for many the life of the body at whatever 
cost to the spirit. Even pagans know better who hold their lives lightly and 
whose lives gain in vigour thereby. 


Peace is a by-product of the creative life. Since there can be no crea- 
tion without strife there can be no peace without strife. Peace is in the 
fulfillment of the creative life. 


The washed hands of Pilate are the bloodiest of all; their non-violence 
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is a fiction. The true peacemaker can confront his world because he is in 
and of his world, has made its conflict Azs conflict. The terrible Nazi brutal- 
ity has become the peacemaker’s brutality, and therefore he dares denounce 
it and even take violent steps to control it, for it is the violence of him who 
crucifies his own members. 


September, 1939 


It is a plain fact that in international affairs the diplomatic arm 
can act only in conjunction with the military arm. That is not to say that 
you must wave a big stick over the conference table. You must of course 
park your stick outside, but an important and never-absent background to 
your remarks inside will be the size of the stick and the will to use it. 
Japan’s two arms (diplomatic and military) work together, for all their 
deceiving differences. Italy’s do too, and Germany’s. We democratic na- 
tions must wait for a resurrection of our will to decency in a surge of indig- 
nation which will fuse our fighting arm with our writing arm. And there 
is our danger. 


What grief could have been averted had we been spiritually pre- 
pared for the President’s “quarantine” speech in Chicago nearly two years 
ago! For we are apt to go off half-cocked and play right into the hands of 
the traitors of humanity as we did in the World War. That is why we have 
been pleading for a loosening of the bonds of this nerve-paralyzing doc- 
trinaire “pacifism” and for an awakening to cool determined planned oppo- 
sition to those world forces which threaten to debauch our children. 


Not that our action can make the world perfect or even “safe for 
democracy.” The safety of democracy can never be guaranteed. Democracy 
is an ever receding frontier and its battles must ever be re-fought. But 
our action can re-establish for our generation the over-arching and under- 
girding influence of the principle of freedom and equality and fraternity. 


There are no pure means. There are not even any pure ends so far 
as man can conceive them. There will always be the alloy of self in the 
most abandoned ‘saint. 


To reject means because they are not pure is sometimes to shirk 
and shun responsibility. 
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CONVERSATIONS WITH RUSSIA? 
A Letter from Grace E. Meyette* 


May 14, 1940 


You know how enthusiastic I have been with the Protestant Digest; 
with your courageous fight for liberty and equality for all, and most espe- 
cially your frankness in exposing the forces in this country which are seek- 
ing to overthrow these principles. 


Struggling religion, the labor movement, the hungry Southern share- 
croppers and tenant-farmers, the Negroes and the Jews all have found your 
support. On the international scene you have defended the causes of 
Ethiopia, Spain, Czechoslovakia and Poland against the aggressors. You 
recognized in Roosevelt’s “quarantine the aggressors” speech a construc- 
tive proposal for peace. You were an adherent of collective security. 


In December you wrote: 


“If President Roosevelt could challenge Europe with a set of war 
aims in which a sufficient number of nations would hypothecate their 
sovereignty in a collective international authority under democratic con- 
trol (Streit plan for instance) it is our conviction that this final clarifica- 
tion would be brought about tomorrow. President Roosevelt cannot do that 
yet. Why? Because the nation is divided behind him.” 


Now I find it impossible to see any similarity between this and your 
May editorial. As far as I am concerned there is nothing so important 
politically as the defeat of Hitler. A victorious Hitler will never become a 
partner to a collective and secure peace. A peace on Hitler’s terms will be a 
peace in which racial and political equality and Civil Liberties will be 
wiped out even in those parts of the world where they still exist. This 
makes me a partisan of the Allies on whom the annihilation of Hitlerism 
depends, in spite of the well-founded distrust and dislike of British and 
French imperialism I share with you. 

I agree with Waldo Frank, who, in his new book, says: 

“We must try .. . by every means to avoid physical involvement in 


* Miss Grace E. Meyette is Director of the League for Human Rights, Cleveland, 
and is National Treasurer of the Religious Union for Democracy. 


Wo 
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war. Not because we are not in this world war; we are in it; but because 
we can best consolidate our values as an immediate norm of action by 
keeping our powder dry. This being our strategy, we should do all we can 
to keep the war from spreading. And that means we should take definite 
sides and openly and authoritatively state the hope of 90 per cent of us, 
from President downward, in the present conflict. The new Communist 
‘line’ of making no distinction between imperialist Britain and Nazi 
Germany is disgusting. You might as well say that anemia is no worse 
than bubonic plague because both are diseases. . . . To destroy Fascism by a 
frontal war alone is hopeless, for the seeds of Fascism are within us. 
Nevertheless, when Fascism externalizes itself in the body of a great power, 
which we have allowed to fatten on our cowardice and crimes, we must 
actively hate it, better late than never; and help its enemies, whatever their 
limitations.” 


You begin your editorial by deploring the Blockade and the Boy- 
cott and their effect on women and children in the blockaded countries. I 
had been convinced that you believed in and supported measures “short of 
war” against Hitler; however, I do not find any such statement in your 
article. 


I do not agree that the stronger the suppression the stronger becomes 
the fight for freedom. The Nationalist rebellion in Spain occurred after and 
not during a Fascistic period; Chinese militancy followed Sun Yat Sen’s 
efforts to educate them and the great renewal of democracy in the South 
was brought about by New Deal defense and protection of civil rights. 
“Resurrections” occurred because the government gave the people weapons 
with which to fight oppression and was not due to oppression itself. 


What makes you so certain that the “logic of events” would bring 
about close cooperation between Russia and the United States should Ger- 
many triumph? 


There are strong Fascist forces in this country and I believe they 
would sooner join hands with the Rome-Berlin Axis. 


You state that Russia is not an ally of Hitler. No, not in the legalistic 
sense, but no one can deny that the Russo-German pact was the prime 
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factor in the war since it left Hitler free to act without being threatened 
with concerted action. Russia is sending materials to Germany and Russia 
was an aggressor in Finland. 


Do you seriously propose that the United States should enter into a 
pact with Russia in order to promote peace? Is Russia interested in peace 
except for Russia? Don’t you think it is conceivable that she is quite 
satisfied with the attempts of the Allies and Germany to destroy one an- 
other? Which aims and viewpoints has Stalin-Russia in common with the 
United States? The United States is seriously interested in peace; Russia is 
merely interested in not being attacked herself. 


An Anglo-French victory may or may not bring about a repetition 
of Versailles. Much depends upon the conditions imposed by the United 
States. 


I cannot close without telling you that I agree wholeheartedly with 
the third part of your editorial. 


I hope you will clarify these personal doubts as to whether we still 
are in agreement on the foreign policy we wish the United States to pursue 
in order to secure peace. 


* * * * 


OUTIL ats 
May 16, 1940 


I am as anxious as you are that Hitler be defeated. I believe with 
you that “a victorious Hitler will never become a partner to a collective and 
secure peace.” I agree with you that “a peace on Hitler’s terms will be a 
peace in which racial and political equality and Civil Liberties will be 
wiped out even in those parts of the world where they still exist.” This 
however does not make me an uncritical partisan of the Allies. We are 
already helping the Allies, and we are doing it uncritically. This is a 
mistake. In the first place we should not sell ammunition to the Allies. We 
should give it to them. To sell them ammunition is to make them our 
debtors, and they already owe us more than they will ever pay. If Germany 
must be stopped it is as much our business to stop her as it is the Allies’. If 
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we give ammunition and they give the blood of their children we should 
consider ourselves their debtors. This is a minimum of decency. And even 
this is a low minimum. I made this same comment with regard to the last 
war in my answer to Rev. A. J. Muste in the November Digest. 


I disagree with Waldo Frank at one point. I believe that for the sake 
of our prestige at the peace table following the war that the United States 
should enter the war on all fronts to the fullest extent of her power. No 
doubt this power can best be expressed at the present moment in industrial 
terms, production of air planes and munitions generally. It would involve 
immediate cessation of scrap metal trade with Japan. Nevertheless our 
proposed help should not be limited in advance by any such statements as 
“Our boys must not be sent to die in Europe.” Canadian boys and British 
boys and French boys are dying by the hundreds of thousands. If you’re 
in these things you must be in them unreservedly. Moreover I believe it 
illusory to think that the United States can enjoy a good fat blood trade 
and then appear at the peace table afterwards with any moral weight. 


I agree with Waldo Frank that we must help the enemies of Fascism 
“whatever their limitations.” I consider Russia a greater enemy of Fascism 
than the Vatican. I plead merely for conversations with Russia to the end 
of ascertaining whether or not she may be of help to us in defeating Fascism. 
These conversations should be entered upon sincerely, honestly and im- 
mediately. I think you will agree that this should be done, whatever our 
opinion of the Soviet internal economy is; for, whatever may be said 
regarding Russian totalitarianism, it may not, be denied that the Papal 
State with its three hundred million subjects is a very model of totalitarian- 
ism. We court the Vatican. We snub Russia. 


Let me state my position then. I favor war by the United States 
against Germany on three conditions and only on these conditions; first, 
that we converse with Russia concerning the conditions on which she would 
enter a war against Fascism. Second, that we ourselves lay down demo- 
cratic collective-security aims to be guaranteed in advance by Britain and 
France before entering. Third, that Italy and Spain be included with 
Germany as Fascistic powers. 
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If these conditions should be met you would find, I believe, a great 
clearing of the spiritual climate of the world. Suspicion would be dispelled 
from the people. Moral significance would be introduced into the war. 


Now as to the matter of freedom and resurrection and so forth. You 
say “The Nationalist rebellion in Spain occurred after and not during a 
Fascistic period.” Spain has been under oppression throughout practically 
all of her history. My point is that freedom comes to be taken for granted, 
and then the spirit of freedom is apt to die. Then when freedom itself 
is removed the spirit of freedom is born again. That is human history. In 
animals the spirit of freedom can be killed forever. With humans it is 
different. Please do not misunderstand. I do not want us to give away our 
freedom in order that the spirit of freedom may be reborn in us. I am merely 
stating a fact. The harder you press down on a spring the more force the 
spring gathers within itself to push upward again. I think you have a 
point with regard to the strong Fascists in this country who would sooner 
join Berlin than Moscow. I was thinking of the United States as remaining 
anti-Fascist, but as you say—and there is dynamic truth in what you say— 
we might well do the opposite of what I suggested, provided that Fascist 
forces triumph here. 


I agree that Russia helped Germany, but that no more makes her an 
ally of Germany than our helping Japan makes us an ally of Japan. I 
agree that Russia was an aggressor in Finland. But surely Russia’s treat- 
ment of Finland bears no resemblance to Fascist imperialism. You ask “Is 
Russia interested in peace except for Russia?” Of course not, but as was 
pointed out last October in the editorial Russia and the World Community, 
Russia did try through several years to cooperate in building a world 
system of collective security. She was snubbed at every turn and finally 
fell back into bi-lateral action. This act was a betrayal of the hope of world 
community in the interest of national survival, and it provided a mirror to 
our own previous betrayal of Wilson’s hope. 


Finally you say “Much depends on the conditions imposed by the 
United States.” I agree whole-heartedly with this statement. So much 
depends upon these conditions that they must be imposed in advance and 
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guarantees must be taken in advance, lest the faith and the hope of the 
people be betrayed once more. 


* * * * 


THE RELIGIOUS UNION FOR DEMOCRACY 


What is the Religious Union for Democracy? It is a union of Chris- 
tians and Jews and all others who value the democratic tradition of human 
dignity and freedom. It is a union to preserve that tradition. 


Briefly, the tradition holds that all people are persons and each person 
is of ultimate and inestimable value. It affirms the solidarity of the human 
family because it is the family of the Creator and each member of the 
family shares in some degree the Creator’s nature, is in some degree a 
creator himself. According to this tradition each person is (1) responsible 


and (2) free. 


(1) He is expected to take his part in building the family. (2) He is 
to be free to choose his part and his particular contribution to the family. 


Freedom for the vagaries of individual opinion and action will 
extend to the point where the exercise of such freedom negates or vitiates 
the very basis of this tradition. 


The best curb for the misuse of freedom is the active health of the 
tradition itself as it lives itself out in human personalities and institutions. 


The basis of a free society is a free man and the basis of freedom 
is responsibility. 

This is the tradition we have experienced here in America and the 
experience has been so deeply satisfying that we are determined to live for 
it and if necessary die for it. 


AN INTER-FAITH UNION 


This union is an inter-faith union in a deeper sense than any exist- 
ing inter-faith organization. It is based upon an ecumenicity of acted belief 
rather than upon an ecumenicity of mere averaged or accommodated 
beliefs. It proposes to move in an education-through-action program 
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towards limited set goals, commonly agreed upon in advance. These goals 
will be determined by the challenge of events. Some of the goals will be 
negative. Some will be political and economic. Some goals will strive to 
protect our presently achieved democracy. Others will strive to enlarge and 
develop that democracy and carry it forward. Democracy must grow or 
die; its march is never done; its horizon ever recedes. 


THE GENERAL ISSUE: FREE CHOICE OR COERCION 


But more even than political and economic democracy, the union 
will strive for an enlargement and deepening of our distinctive democratic 
culture. This may be done through tapping the sources of our tradition 
in the history of past literature and art, wherever we may find those sources, 
inside and outside the Christian and Jewish tradition. For we must never 
forget that not alone did God choose us, but we chose God and our power 
to choose is the evidence of our kinship with the Creator. That power is as 
widespread as man and as old as the story of man, and that power is our 
charter for going forward. 


The power to choose must be guarded from the power to coerce 
choice, for coerced choice is no choice, and coercion expunges the human- 
ity from man. 


THE CONCRETE ISSUE: POLITICAL-ECCLESIASTICISM 


Any agent or institution which threatens to coerce the free choice of 
persons and which would use the state as a weapon for that coercion must 
be resisted. This presents us with the challenge which is the occasion 
(though by no means the cause) of the formation of this union. For a 
political ecclesiasticism which pretends to be an integral part of the Roman 
Catholic Church, long quietly developing its forces in this country, has 
begun definitely to move towards the fulfillment of its ambition which is 
to reduce our State to a position subservient to its church. Operating 
through our own cherished democratic institutions and through the boy- 
cott, this political ecclesiasticism is already in control of most of our large 
cities and our metropolitan newspapers. It has set up its own school system, 
including institutions of higher learning, for which it now asks state sup- 
port. Its claims and ambitions we have long been aware of. The net has 
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long been prepared. It is now being drawn. We are in it. We must study 
the net and find our way out of it. That is the immediate purpose of the 
union. 


Let us hasten to say that negative measures alone will be useless, 
even worse than useless in this work. Democracy is a quality of life. Laws 
are mere fences or guides to that quality of life. But democracy, like the 
freedom and truth of which it is compounded, must grow or it will die. 
Therefore, our union conceives its work to be most importantly the expan- 
sion of democratic action in all directions, spiritual, economic, social, politi- 
cal. As democracy grows it must find ever more sensitive organs with 
which to express itself. Trade unionism, to take one example, must grow 
not only bigger, but better, that is, it must reach out and establish intimate 
and constructive relationships with other democratic action; for instance, 
with cooperative action (consumers and producers’). 


WE WELCOME FREE MEN OF ALL RELIGIONS 


We stress this positive constructive action, and we stress this qualita- 
tive rather than more quantitative development for the following reasons. 


In all this work of a positive nature we shall find ourselves shoulder 
to shoulder with men of no church affiliation whatsoever, men alienated 
perhaps from all present forms of religious expression, who are nevertheless 
instinctively convinced of the inviolability of human freedom and dignity. 


We shall find ourselves likewise shoulder to shoulder with members 
of those churches whose rulers remain under the spell of coercion. These 
members can and will disabuse their rulers of their plans for coercion. These 
members, experiencing with us the deep joys of the free democratic life, 
will join with us in restraining the ambitions of their priesthoods. The 
restraint of the coercive power of priests is no new thing in the world. It 
has been well known in Europe from the beginning of Christendom. 
Unless such a restraining influence be introduced into America very soon 
and very effectively, the moral life of America will, under the false cry of 
“appeasement,” have been committed to an authoritarianism to escape 
from which was the very impulse of the founding of our country. 


16 PROTESTANT DIGEST June-July 


JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES MARTYRS 
TO WAR HYSTERIA 


The highest court in the land has decided that it is legal to require 
citizens to salute the flag. 

The flag is a symbol of the country and all it stands for, its land, its 
people, its constitution. 

The salute is a gesture of affection and obeisance. 


Jehovah’s Witnesses believe the salute to be an obeisance to some- 
thing less than God. They refuse to give it. 


To force them to salute is to take away the meaning of the salute. 

To force them to salute is to insult the flag itself. 

Already mobs from California to Maine are terrorizing these con- 
scientious objectors. 

Jehovah’s Witnesses will not give in. 

The Supreme Court has met something stronger than itself. 


The decision is bad. It will not stand. Not if America remains 
America. 


KEEP THE CART BEHIND THE HORSE 


The problem of religious liberty in America is not basically a 
problem of any particular church or its hierarchy. It is true that basic 
freedom is religious. But it is also true that the first fruit of religious 
freedom is economic freedom, freedom to work and eat. 


The absence of this economic freedom (to work and eat) proves the 
absence of true religion from the churches themselves, Protestant, Catholic, 
or Jewish. This is the basic challenge to the churches, the departure of 
religion from them into other institutions, arts, letters, labor, etc. 


Until Protestants and Jews face this, they will not have earned 
the right nor the wisdom to oppose political ecclesiasticism. Moreover, 
this failure on our part is the very opportunity for the injection of authori- 
tarianism into this country. 


COUGHLIN BREAKS CHURCH LAW 


By EDWARD KELLEY 


In the last of Mr. Spivak’s brilliant series of articles which appeared 
in the New Masses, exposing Father Coughlin, he suggested that in view 
of the flagrant violations of various State and Federal statutes by Silver 
Charlie, criminal prosecution should immediately be instituted—and an 
investigation by the F.B.I. has since been requested. 


Perhaps, as a Catholic, I am prejudiced against dragging any cleric 
before the bar of justice, but I feel that we certainly have a much more 
effective way of annihilating Father Coughlin as a factor in politics, and 
that way lies through the Catholic Church. Canon law is more far-reaching 
than civil law, its punishments more stringent in political and moral affairs; 
while in this case, any attempt of Father Coughlin to revolt against the 
censure of the Church would compel his followers to choose between 
their God and Chas. E. Coughlin—a choice which would reduce their 
numbers to a handful. Furthermore, criminal prosecution would elevate 
the Radio Priest to martyrdom, as it has done with Kuhn and Browder, 
while the disapproval of the Church would render him an impotent, dis- 
credited demagogue. 


Consequently, let us review Father Coughlin’s conduct in the light 
of Canon Law and see how he has disgraced the cloth he wears. Canons 
138-142 are directly concerned with the conduct of clerics: they must 
abstain from what is unbecoming to their status (138); they must avoid 
those things which, though not unbecoming, are foreign to their ecclesi- 
astical rank (139); they must not go to shows, plays or spectacles where 
they would incur scandal (140); they may not enter military service (141); 
nor may they conduct any business (142). It is a question of opinion 
whether or not the actions of Father Coughlin have been unbecoming to 
his status or have incurred scandal within the meaning of these canons, 
but his violations of canons 139, 141, and 142 are open, flagrant, and un- 
punished. Section 3 of Canon 139 says in part, “Sine licentia sui Ordinarit, 
ne ineant gestiones bonorum ad laicos pertinentium aut officia saecularia 
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quae secumferant onus reddendarum rationum ...” This the Commen- 
tary expands as follows, “Clerics may not be managers of business affairs 
or of properties which belong to laymen or necessitate the rendering of an 
account to civil authorities. . . . Forbidden to clerics on the same score 
are the offices of president, director, treasurer, or secretary of banks, even 
though these be of a charitable or social type.” 


In other words, every incorporation filed by Father Coughlin, every 
State or Federal return signed by him, was in violation of this canon. 
Every office through which he controlled the expenditure of other people’s 
money was illegally held. 


Section 1 of Canon 141 might have been written with the Christian 
Front in mind, for it concludes, “neve intestinis bellis aut ordinis publica 
perturbationibus opem quoque modo ferant’”—‘“nor shall they in any way 
furnish aid to civil wars nor to disturbances of the public peace.” This 
specifically forbids the “Franco Way,” for as the Commentary states, “To 
participate in internal troubles is strictly forbidden to the clergy. Leo XIII 
advised the Spanish clergy not to allow themselves to be wholly absorbed 
by party spirit lest they might seem to care more for human than for 
heavenly things.” It is not enough merely to deny membership in a seditious 
organization; the clergy are forbidden to give such an association any 
form of help or support—which certainly includes exhorting people to 
join and praising those who have joined. 


But the violations of Canon 142 are the most clearcut and inescap- 
able, for this canon was written in the full wisdom of the Catholic Church, 
as follows: “Prohibentur clerici per se vel per alios negotiationem aut 
mercaturam exercere sive in propriam sive in aliorum utilitatem.” Conse- 
quently, the formation of the profit-making Social Justice Publishing Co. is 
in defiance of this canon and no straw sextet can shield Father Coughlin 
from full responsibility for this act. The purchases of silver by Amy Collins 
and of Kelsey Hayes Wheel by the Radio Priest himself, are also trans- 
gressions of this law—as the Commentary says, “Gambling is most 
detestable in a clergyman and one who grows rich by-such illicit means 


should be avoided by his fellows.” According to Father Coughlin’s own 
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explanation, his Sunday talks are commercial in nature, intended to pro- 
mote the sales of Social Justice and so are not subject to ecclesiastic juris- 
diction. But since they are admittedly commercial, they are forbidden 
entirely by the Church. 


We saw previously how Prewitt Semmes evaded the questioning of 
the Chancellery of the Archbishop of Detroit by taking refuge under the 
cloak of corporate anonymity—and we have just seen how the Church 
refuses to accept such an evasion by forbidding any clergyman to par- 
ticipate in business even through another person (in this case a corpora- 
tion) even to another’s profit (in this case the R.L.L.F. or S.J.P.Co.) because 
it realizes the overwhelming strength of the temptation to take advantage 
of such subterfuges to conceal illicit enterprises and to attempt to mask 
the real entrepreneur under the guise of an association or corporation, as 
Father Coughlin has done with his numerous leagues and societies. The 
Church indirectly sustains our contention that we can read “Father 
Coughlin” for the officers and directors of the S.J.P.Co. in Mr. Semmes’ 
letter of defiance to the Archbishop; that it was Father Coughlin who 
defied his superior, not Mr. Semmes or the S.J.P.Co. 


But, passing over that point, let us see what Canon Law says about 
the editing and publishing of books by clergymen: “Ecclesiae est ius 
exigendi ne libros, quos ipsa iudicio suc antea non recognoverat, fideles 
edane, et a quidusvis editos exiusta causa prohibendt. Quae sub hoc titulo 
de libris praescribuntur, publicationibus diariis, periodicis et aliis editis 
scriptis quibuslibet applicentur nisi aliud constet,’ which means that the 
Church declares that it has the right to supervise any and all publications 
edited by Catholics—exactly the right denied to it by Mr. Semmes—regard- 
less of whether they be priests or laymen. In Canon 1385, we further learn, 
“Nist censure ecclesiastica praecesserit, ne edantur etiam a laicis: ... 2. 
Libris qui divinas Scripturas, sacram theologiam, historiam ecclesiasticam, 
ius canonicum, theologiam naturalem, ethicen aliasve huiusmodi religiosas 
ac morales disciplinas spectant ... ac generaliter scripta in quibus aliquid 
sit quod religionis ac norum honestatis peculariter intersit.” In other words, 
any writings on religious, moral, or ethical matters published by the faith- 
ful, even laymen, must be censored by the Church. As for priests, Canon 
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1386 says, “Vetantur clerict saeculares sine consensu suorum Ordinariorum 
... libros quoque qui de rebus profanis tractent edere et in diarus folis, 
vel libellis periodicis scribere vel eadem moderart.” Priests cannot write, 
edit, nor publish anything even on non-religious subjects without per- 
mission of their superiors. Strictly speaking, every issue of Social Justice 
should be censored by the Church until Father Coughlin severs his con- 
nection with the magazine. 


Another point, which is more of a private concern to the Church 
than to the public at large, is involved in the crucifixes given away by 
Father Coughlin with subscriptions to Social Justice. These were described 
in S.J. advertising letters as having “touched a relic of the true Cross,” 
while according to the best ecclesiastical authorities, there are no guaranteed 
relics of the true Cross in this country. Canon 2326 says as paraphrased 
by the Commentary, “Those who manufacture false relics or knowingly 
sell or distribute them or have them exposed to the public veneration of 
the faithful, /pso facto incur excommunication reserved to the Ordinary.” 
It would be a knotty point for the canonists to decide whether or not 
Father Coughlin has violated this precept of the Church. 


In our concluding article next month, we will discuss what the 
Church can do about curtailing the activities of the Radio Priest. 


A SUBSTITUTE FOR LYNCHING 


“Science Suggests Negroes Man Tanks and Submarines,” headlines 
the World-Telegram, June 6, 1940, It has always been the Jim-Crow prac- 
tice in America to reserve the dirtiest and heaviest jobs for Negro workers. 
Now, “science” in the person of Professor D. B. Dill of Harvard adds the 
most dangerous jobs as a reward, the professor points out, for winning points 
scored by Negroes in the last Olympic Games. 


—From In Facr. 
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To 


RROMAN* CATHORIE® PROTESTANT 


—Lawrence Fernsworth writes a letter. 


To the Editor of the Protestant Digest: 


Some writings in the form of letters and printed matter which have 
reached me and which have reference to my articles in your pages, pose 
the question of why I should wish to remain in the Catholic faith notwith- 
standing my experience at the hands of some of its consecrated ministers. 


If unfit and un-American persons were to obtain control of my gov- 
ernment (as is undoubtedly the aim of the strategists of Fascism, of Com- 
munism and of Vaticanism—as distinguished from Catholicism), I would 
be nonetheless an American and would direct my efforts to turning them 
out, as I now raise my voice to pointing the danger of them, one and all. 
America is my homeland. 


If unfit and un-Catholic persons reach high places in 
my church, I am nonetheless a Catholic and in such ways as I 
can in a busy life filled with other preoccupations I let my 
protest be heard. The Catholic church is my spiritual home 
and there I shall remain and my Catholicity is not affected by 
the ways of unfaithful stewards. I believe I am a_ better 
Catholic than they and until they mend their ways they can 
have nothing to say to me. 


That the consecrated leaders of the church, even to the highest of 
them, are liable to error is a thing which we Catholics are taught, and 
when my common-sense judgment finds them in error it concludes their 
authority to diminish in such degree as their waywardness increases, until 
it may reach the vanishing point. What I note with regret, however, is that 
Catholic apologists seldom admit the errors of Popes, bishops and others 
until some hundreds of years have passed since they were committed, and 
in the light of new knowledge and new manners of judging they can no 
longer be justified. It is therefore necessary to explain them away on the 
plea of “erring men.” I believe it would be more effective and more to the 
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point to stop these “erring men” in their tracks in this present day; much 
damage would thereby be averted and their doings would not in turn 
have to be explained away some centuries hence by other Catholic apolo- 
gists. 


The sayings and doings of men of the foregoing category in no way 
affect my Catholicity. Nor is it affected by the sayings and doings of those 
zealous but honestly mistaken fellow Catholics who think they are defend- 
ing the church when what they unwittingly defend is the party line set up 
for the church by this same class of stewards false to their trust. Most 
of my fellow Catholics as I know them are sincere, honest and good-hearted 
men, which is perhaps the main reason why they are so easily imposed 
upon. Men of good heart are confiding and trusting. The priests who at 
communion breakfasts and on other intimate occasions seek to impress 
the Catholic party line upon them, know this all too well. 


Blaise Pascal devotes two of his “Letters Written to a Provincial” 
to demonstrating his charge “That the Jesuits remove calumny from the 
category of crimes and they have no scruple in employing it to put down 
their enemies.” (Preamble to 15th letter.) He then tells us of some of 
the penalties imposed upon calumniators by the church, the first and the 
second council of Arles placing them in the same category as murderers and 
depriving them of communion until their death hour. He continues in the 


16th letter: 


“The Lateran council has judged those unworthy of the ecclesi- 
astical state who have been convicted thereof even though they have suf- 
fered correction. .. . And the authors of a defamatory writing who cannot 
prove that which they have asserted, are condemned by Pope Adrian to 
be whipped, my reverend fathers, ‘flagellentur’: to such degree has the 
church kept itself apart from your society so corrupt that it excuses so 
great a crime as calumny in order to be able itself to commit it with greater 
liberty.” 


Saving the barbarity of a whipping which I have no desire of seeing 
inflicted on child or on man, I prefer to abide by the judgment of the 
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Councils of the Church and of this Pope in my attitude toward the 
calumniators sometimes found in the church, most frequently, it would 
seem, among Jesuits and ex-Jesuits. Perhaps some day an ecclesiastical 
authority will have the courage to strip that kind of their robes. 


I have before me a clipping which suggests I was “naive” in trusting 
such men. If being naive means wishing to believe in the good faith of my 
fellow man, then I don’t mind being naive. What I regret is that so many 
fellow Catholics, by reason of their naivety and goodness of heart, will con- 
tinue to be deluded by unworthy stewards, and even by scoundrels and 
near scoundrels who have “bored” into the church, and will believe they 
are defending the interests of religion and, I also fear, of their country 
when unwittingly they defend what thereof is the contrary. 


May I add that I trust no word written by me will ever arouse ill 
will against any man by reason of his being a Catholic. Our country 
was founded on a pact of toleration and mutual good will among reli- 
gions and races of men. It is for the sacredness of that pact that as an 
American I fight, and it is against all that seeks to destroy that pact, that 
as an American I speak. 


SIDESWIPING THE FACTS 


No one reading the Saturday Evening Post article 
“Airpost Number One” would realize that LaGuardia 
Field is one of the great achievements of the WPA. 

The newspapers have suppressed the news, faked 
the news, and distorted the news about the WPA in order 
to attack it. Colliers refused to correct a fake story. Now 
the SEP glorifies the great airport but sideswipes the 
WPA with two passing references. 

The fact is the government advanced $27,430, 
322, New York City $16,688,967, and that Work 
Projects Administration built the airport. A 100% hon- 
est story would have been a 100% WPA story. 


—From In Facr. 


THE. .TEXASe GYGLONE— 
REV. J. FRANK NORRIS 


By ALSON J. SMITH 


—‘When, as, and if the Fifth-Columnist 


Coughlins, Currans, and Kuhns effect a union 
with these Protestant parachutists, Der Tag will be upon us.” 


ur near the end of Detroit’s 
O sooty 14th St. stands a cheap, 
shiny new building that might be a 
theatre, a roller skating rink, or a 
gymnasium, but isn’t. It is Temple 
Baptist Church, and it houses the 
biggest Protestant congregation 
north of the Mason-Dixon line. A 
huge chromium marquee tells the 
world in letters a foot high that 
4,067 people attended Sunday 
School the previous Sunday. 

The still unfinished interior of 
this edifice is starkly functional. No 
compromise has been made with 
any of the traditional forms of 
church architecture. Straight, hard 
benches are set on a concrete floor. 
Unplastered gray tile walls rise to 
meet the naked steel girders that 
support the roof. A jerry-built plat- 
form holds a piano, a pulpit, and 
enough benches, set in tiers, for a 
choir of about 200. The one touch 
of color is in the baptistry, which is 
set in the wall above the choir. It is 
a reproduction of the River Jordan 
(with real water) flowing between 
lush green banks. And here, too, 


is a concession to our mechanical 
civilization—a microphone. Con- 
yerts at Temple Baptist Church, if 
they are fortunate, may be baptized 
over a nation-wide hook-up. 

This is no ordinary church, and 
its pastor is no ordinary man. He 
is Rev. J. Frank (for John Frank- 
lyn) Norris, and he commutes by 
plane between his two churches in 
Fort Worth, Texas, and Detroit. 
He is also pastor of two other 
churches, the Fundamentalist Bap- 
tist Church in Dallas, Texas, and 
the Fundamentalist Baptist Church 
in Shanghai, China. His Sunday 
Schools in Detroit and Fort Worth 
are the two largest in the world. 
His fundamentalist congregations 
in these cities average four thou- 
sand each Sunday morning. 

A powerfully built, gray-haired 
man of 62, Dr. Norris prides him- 
self on his masculinity. He is the 
possessor of what an English news- 
paper once described as a “pic- 
turesquely violent” vocabulary, and 
he is known variously as “The 
Texas Cyclone,” “The Fighting Par- 
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son” and “Two-Gun” Norris. This 
last appellation was bestowed on 
him after a shooting fray in Fort 
Worth. 

Norris is a great traveler, and it is 
his boast that during his five year 
joint pastorate at Detroit and Fort 
Worth he has traveled over 249,000 
miles. Not one to hide his light 
under a bushel, he delights in hob- 
nobbing with celebrities and having 
his picture taken in out-of-the-way 
places. A booklet 
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protection around the world.” The 
letter, of course, is merely a form 
which can be obtained by anyone 
who cares to call at the State Depart- 
ment. But it looks impressive to 
people in Fort Worth and Detroit. 
Dr. Norris took over Temple 
Baptist Church, Detroit, five years 
ago. At that time the great C.I.O. 
drive to organize the auto industry 
was just getting under way. Temple 
Baptist Church is in a neighborhood 
inhabited largely 


which is distrib- Jf Fascism ever comes to the by automobile 
uted to his con- United States it will come under workers. 

gregations con- the guise of anti-Fascism, and its This may be 
tains twenty-one igh priests and interpreters will significant when 
separate pictures be the J. Frank Norris’s, the Ger- we consider the 
of him—being re- ald L. K. Smiths, the Harvey fact that one of the 
ceived by the Springers, the Gerald Winrods. favorite devices 
mayor of Fort used by small- 


Worth on his return from a trip 
around the world, addressing the 
legislatures of Arkansas and Geor- 
gia, calling on Prime Minister 
Chamberlain at No. 10 Downing 
Street, baptizing in the Jordan, 
standing beside an old cannon in 
Calcutta, India. The booklet also 
contains a full-page photostat of a 
letter from Cordell Hull to the 
American Diplomatic and Consular 
Officers asking “courtesies and as- 
sistance” for Dr. Norris. The cap- 
tion over the letter reads: “Dr. and 
Mrs. Norris went under diplomatic 


town Southern manufacturers to 
break up unionization is the im- 
portation of a fundamentalist evan- 
gelist to hold “special services” for 
the duration of the union drive. Dr. 
Norris is popular with business 
men, and when he came back to 
Fort Worth after a round-the-world 
trip he was given a rousing recep- 
tion by the bankers, business and 
professional men of that city at the 
Texas Hotel. The Chamber of Com- 
merce of Fort Worth appointed him 
its “Good-Will Ambassador.” He 
was driven through Holland by 
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Henry Ford’s General Manager in 
that country. Mrs. Elizabeth Dill- 
ing, author of ““The Red Net-Work,” 
is a friend of his and has con- 
tributed to his paper, “The Funda- 
mentalist.” Harvey Springer, no- 
torious anti-Semite and_ self-styled 
“cow-boy evangelist,” has spoken at 
Temple Baptist Church. Springer, in 
turn, is friendly with Doc “Goat- 
Gland” Brinkley, late of Kansas, 
and Gerald Winrod, Springer has 
contributed to Winrod’s paper, 
“The Defender.” 

One of Dr. Norris’ favorite stories 
concerns a meeting which he ad- 
dressed in Flint at the height of 
the U.A.W. strike there. The strik- 
ers, he says, had threatened to 
drive him from the platform. But 
before the meeting was over he 
had converted the leader of the 
strikers and had persuaded him to 
give up drinking for life! 

The most recent incident involy- 
ing Dr. Norris occurred on Nov. 
13, 1939. A Communist group had 
scheduled a meeting for Finnish 
Hall, on 14th St. not far from 
Temple Baptist Church. On the 
evening of the meeting a crowd 
of about 1,000 ex-veterans and hooli- 
gans gathered at Temple Baptist 
Church and marched to Finnish 
Hall where they staged a full-dress 
riot, beating up people as they 
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emerged from the meeting and 
otherwise carrying on like storm- 
troopers. The leader of this demon- 
stration was Pat MacCartney, Rev. 
Gerald L. K. Smith’s labor spokes- 
man and President of the Ply- 
mouth local, U.A.W.—A.F. of L. 
MacCartney promised reporters: 
“Next time we'll hang them from 
the lamp-poles.” After the affair 
was over the rioters returned to 
Temple Baptist Church for con- 
gratulations. “They can meet in my 
church anytime they decide to go 
after those Reds. I think all of the 
Communists should be run out of 
the country,” Rev. Norris told re- 
porters. 

Although he travels 
Semitic company, Norris himself 
is not openly anti-Semitic. “It 
doesn’t pay,” he says. But he does 
have his share of the Biblical anti- 
Semitism that is found throughout 
the South, and a large “Plan of the 
Second Coming” that hangs beside 
his pulpit in Detroit shows the 
“conversion of the Jews” as neces- 
sary to the coming of “A New 
Heaven and a New Earth.” 

Norris is a powerful preacher, a 
hell-re and damnation orator of 
the old school. And he gets the peo- 
ple. All the gaucherie of the “serv- 
ice” at Temple Baptist Church can- 
not hide the fact that something 
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vital is going on—people are being 
moved—and there is a sense of fel- 
lowship in the jostling crowd on a 
Sunday morning that one looks for 
in vain in many a more churchly 
edifice. There are a surprising num- 
ber of young people there. And 
everyone carries a Bible. 

If Fascism ever comes to the 
United States it will come under 
the guise of anti-Fascism, and its 
high priests and interpreters will 
be the J. Frank Norris’s, the Ger- 
ald L. K. Smiths, the Harvey 
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Springers, the Gerald Winrods. 
They speak a language that the 
Protestant masses in the South and 
Mid-West understand. They speak 
pure “American” without a trace 
of the Irish brogue of a Coughlin 
or the German accent of a Kuhn. 
They appeal to the inherent vio- 
lence in the American nature. 

When, as, and if the Fifth-Col- 
umnist Coughlins, Currans, and 
Kuhns effect a union with these 
Protestant parachutists, Der Tag 
will be upon us. 


DIES *LAvFOLLETTEsAND.THE PRESS 


Power to investigate 1s the power to destroy. 

The La Follette Committee investigated the attack on the civil liber- 
ties of the people, notably the attack on labor. It aimed to destroy the system 
of industrial espionage, vigilantism, violence and frequently murder. 

The Dies Committee, on the other hand, aims to destroy every liberal 
labor, pro-labor and progressive movement in the United States by brand- 


ing it “Red.” 


The La Follette Committee in its last stage investigated the Asso- 
ciated Farmers; it produced the documentary evidence of the Grapes of 
Wrath, tremendously sensational, though true. 

The Dies Committee produced chiefly slander, hearsay, libel, and 


smears. 


The press of America gave Dies the front page; it suppressed the 
La Follette story in most instances; a few papers ran a few paragraphs. 
About 2% of the press (notably the St. Louis Post Dispatch) was fair to 


La Follette. 


The La Follette Committee was pro-labor; the Dies Committee is 
anti-labor. The press of America, from Franklin’s time on, has been anti- 


labor. 


—From In Fact. 


THE oPIRIT- OP CRUCIFIED MSE oN 


By DAVID LORD—“Spain, bleeding on her cross, is more alive than we.” 


HE Spanish people constitute 
what is perhaps the greatest 
reserve of virgin Christianity in the 
world today. This is true despite 
the fact that in their vast majority 
they no longer accept the official 
religion of the Spanish church as 
theirs, and despite the charges of 
atheism and in- 
difference leveled 
against them by 
the Spanish _hier- 
archs in whose 
care they have 
been for centuries. 
What are the 
back of 
this situation? 
The Spanish 
Primate Cardinal 
Goma has stated in a recent pas- 
toral (suppressed by the Franco gov- 


realities 


ernment) that religion is at a low 
ebb in Spain, that the churches are 
empty, that only a small percentage 
of the men and women attend sery- 
ices and that the nationalist victory, 
contrary to expectations, did not 
result in a revival of religious faith. 
Exterior evidence confirms the Car- 
dinal’s thesis. The religion repre- 
sented by him, the official religion 


Because the Spanish people pos- 
sess in a very full degree the 
essence of true religion, because 
the qualities of truth and justice 
and mercy are found in purer 
form in them perhaps than in 
any other people of the modern 
world, they turn their backs on 
the empty shell offered by the 
Spanish church. 


of the Spanish state, is in reality dy- 
ing, both physically and spiritually. 
News items gathered at random 
from all over Spain show that the 
lower clergy is destitute, that it is 
suffering from lack of food and 
clothing, that a similar situation pre- 
vails in the monasteries and nun- 
neries, that char- 
ity has been re- 
sorted to through 
“Seminary Day” 
and other meas- 
ures in an effort 
to keep the reli- 
gious system go- 
ing, and that the 
eCorw errinns 
ment, which be- 
lieves in the Span- 
ish church as now constituted, is 
taking all possible steps to restore 
it to life and health, but without 
success. 

Why do the Spanish people con- 
tinue to drift away from the church, 
and why have all the efforts to 
drive them back at the bayonet 
point been unavailing? 

Primarily, because the Spanish 
people no longer look upon their 
church as belonging to God, be- 


cyst 
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cause they look upon it as a mani- 
festation of anti-God, as a mortal 
enemy, as their bitterest opponent 
in the struggle for a better life. 
Because the Spanish people pos- 
sess in a very full degree the essence 
of true religion, because the quali- 
ties of truth and justice and mercy 
are found in purer form in them 
perhaps than in 
any other people 
of the modern 
world, they turn 
their backs on the 


empty shell 
offered by the 
Spanish church. 


Because they were 
blind enough to 
take the claims 
of Christian civi- 
lization at their 
face value, and 
because their blind faith led them 
to believe that the World Court 
and the League of Nations and 
our system of international law 
were something more than hypo- 
critical shams, the masks of a preda- 
tory un-Christian society, they have 
been crucified by the modern world. 

It should be noted that in all the 
wars and series of wars between 
Greed and Mammon that now 
plague the world, the Spanish na- 
tion was the only one that fought 


been defeated. 


Spain was defeated by the so- 
called Christian civilization of 
Europe, not by the vandals who 
came from abroad to lay waste 
her fields and kill her people. 
Had it not been for these instru- 
ments of European civilization, 
such as the British Non-Interven- 
tion Committee and the League 
of Nations and the Church of 
Rome, Spain would not have 


desperately, bitterly, tirelessly, in de- 
fense of those simple Christian 
truths which the rest of the world 
supported verbally but in reality 
betrayed. 

Spain was defeated by the so- 
called Christian 
Europe, not by the vandals who 
came from abroad to lay waste her 
fields and kill 
her people. Had 
it not been for 
these instruments 
of European civi- 


civilization of 


lization, such as 
the British Non- 


Intervention Com- 


mittee and the 
League of Na- 
tions and _ the 


Church of Rome, 
Spain would not 
have been de- 
feated. She demonstrated on every 
plane that she was fully equal to 
the task of coping with the invader, 
and would have emerged victorious 
from the struggle, her simple Chris- 
tian civilization intact, if the rest of 
the world, masking its fell deeds be- 
hind the cloak of hypocrisy fur- 
nished by Great Britain and the 
Vatican, had not conspired to block- 
ade her, deprive her of food and 
arms, and lay her open to the 
terrific rain of death from the air 
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that presented to so-called Christian 
Europe a picture of what the wars 
of the future were to be. 

From January 18 to March 18, 
1938, more than a hundred and 
twenty-five major aerial attacks were 
loosed upon the civilian population 
of Spain. Characteristic of these at- 
tacks was the one made on Valencia, 
January 26, when 125 persons were 
killed and 226 wounded, and the 
ones made on Barcelona, March 17, 
when 1,300 persons were killed and 
more than 3,000 
We 
should remember 
that the victims of 
these raids—raids 


wounded. 


which took place 
during the whole = sword. 

war period, from 

1936 to 1939—were not soldiers, but 
women and children and old people 
behind the lines. 

We should remember also that 
these raids had the full blessing of 
the Spanish church, and that they 
were countenanced and defended 
by the Vatican. Only when we view 
the situation in this light can we 
begin to understand why the Span- 
ish people have turned their backs 
on their traditional church. 

The official religion in the time 
of Christ was a tool of anti-God. 
And we of today live in a time when 


The struggle of Spain against 
the dark forces of the modern 
world has been a vindication of 
man’s conscience, a proof that 
spirit is stronger than fire and 
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our official religions all too fre- 
quently occupy a similar position. 
They use the words of God, but 
their deeds are the deeds of beasts. 
They set themselves up as the ene- 
mies of truth and justice, and in so 
doing attempt to suppress the spirit 
of God that is in man. 

The Spanish people were aware 
of the nature of their enemy. They 
did not surrender easily to anti-God, 
but fought him heroically, with 
every means at their disposal, until 
crushed by su- 
perior force. The 
purity of their 
religion — and 
what is religion if 
not the thing that 
man has in his 
heart?—is symbol- 
ized by their heroism. For them, 
defeat was victory, a victory com- 
parable to that of Calvary where 
the ancient world of slavery and 
blood was vanquished by the spir- 
itual forces of life, for the struggle 
of Spain against the dark forces of 
the modern world has been a vin- 
dication of man’s conscience, a 
proof that spirit is stronger than fire 
and sword. 

We should never lose sight of 
the fact that the struggle engulfing 
the world today is not only a 
struggle for economic power and 
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conquest but is also another chap- 
ter—the bloodiest, and perhaps the 
last—between the forces of God and 
anti-God, between good and evil, 
between the opposing forces that 
have waged battle for the direction 
of life and man since the begin- 
ning of time. 

Men of today can struggle against 
the dark bestial forces of our time 
and through this struggle they can 
win spiritual sal- 
vation, even 
though they lose 
their lives. That is 
what Spain has 
done, and that is 
the essence of the 
Christian doc- 
trine. Or they can 
surrender to these 
dark bestial forces, 


present position. 


and in so doing die even though 
they remain alive. 

It is within the power of every 
man to determine whether his life 
shall be of God or of anti-God. The 
Spaniards made that choice, and in 
offering their lives as proof of a 
faith transcending mortality, they 
opened the eyes of modern man to 
the danger of his present position. 

They have shown him the 
feebleness of the doctrine that per- 
sonal salvation is enough, that life 
can be won without bitter struggle. 
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It is within the power of every 
man to determine whether his 
life shall be of God or of anti- 
God. The Spaniards made that 
choice, and in offering their lives 
as proof of a faith transcending 
mortality, they opened the eyes of 
modern man to the danger of his 
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They have shown him that man is 
his brother’s keeper, that there is 
no happiness in a world where un- 
happiness reigns, and that there is 
no reality in a religion which does 
not take note of the cruelty, the 
viciousness, and the innate brutality 
of our modern civilization. 

What is happening in Europe to- 
day is not a turning back to barbar- 
ism. It is merely a display of Euro- 
pean civilization 
operating without 
the veil, without 
the mask; it is 
nothing but our 
so-called Christian 
civilization work- 
ing out to the 
only possible re- 
sult, given the 
previous _—_condi- 
tions. The people of Spain now 
know what our so-called Christian 
civilization really is. Three years of 
air raids, of brutality, of death have 
left them no illusions on that point. 

They understand it better than 
we because of their own innate 
Christianity which I believe to be 
much purer than ours. They have 
not so often, as we, sold their 
God for thirty pieces of silver, 
and the fact that the purest form of 
anti-Christianity parading as reli- 
gion is to be seen within Spain 
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would seem to suggest that it is 
because of this contrast between a 
religious people and an anti-reli- 
gious hierarchy that the distinction 
emerges so clearly. 

Our modern Christian civiliza- 
tion, which is based on starvation 
and murder and the denial of hu- 
man rights to the great majority of 
the people, repeats the tragedy of 
Calvary over and over every day of 
our lives, because when it mistreats 
the poor and weak it mistreats also 
the living body of Christ. Our 
churches are perhaps not so guilty 
as the church of Spain, but they too 
are part of the anti-Christ who is 
now waging a bitter struggle for 
the final victory over mankind. They 
should learn, before it is too late, 
the lesson taught us by Spain; they 
should go back to the foundations 
of religion, should search their hearts 
for the truth that is in them, should 
seek again for the faith of the early 
Christians—the faith manifested by 
the Spaniards, but sadly lacking 
elsewhere in Europe—that it is 
better to die than to become a beast. 
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We of today are too prone to over- 
look the spiritual implications in 
the struggles going on around us. 
Our souls have been ground out of 
us by an acquisitive society, and we 
spend our lives in the search for the 
cheap trinkets of anti-God. When 
we see an example of genuine Chris- 
tian heroism, such as that presented 
by Spain, we do not understand it. 
We lie down to sleep under the 
bombs of the Caesars, and we listen 
for the voice of God in the roar of 
modern organized, mechanized bru- 
tality. Our religion speaks to us in 
the honied tones of anti-God, and 
we are lulled to rest. We join the 
throng about the modern Calvary 
and add our jeers and our jibes to 
the prevailing tumult. 

That is what we did when we 
stood idly by and watched the cruci- 
fixion of Spain. 

But Spain, bleeding on her cross, 
is more alive than we. She proves 
that there is still hope in man, that 
there are still among us, in the mod- 
ern world, men of God who are 
still willing to die for their truth. 


FORM IS FLOWER 


The seed of revolution falls from the calyx of the old society whose 
petals fold and die, while the new seed grows and produces a new society. 


Nature is cataclysmic. 
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FRANCO'S COUNTER-REFORMATION 


AND THE JEWS 


By S. R. HERBERT 


—The Franco Front in America—IV. 


(In the following article, Mr. Herbert traces the ancestry of the 
Franco movement, which proposes to restore for the guidance of the world 
the “ideal Spain.’ Mr. Herbert proves conclusively that Franco Fascism 
was and 1s through and through anti-Semitic.—The Editor.) 


establishment of a modus 
vivendi between the Vatican and the 
Fascist Italian Government in the 
twenties gave new hopes to clericals 
in Spain (and elsewhere) who had 
been forced by the sheer weight of 
history and time into an acceptance 
of such seeming irrevocables as the 
Reformation and the French and 
American Revolutions. The success 
of the Franco revolt—the first mili- 
tary victory of the Church anywhere 
in many years—furnished these peo- 
ple with a successful formula, “The 
Franco Way,” and with a symbol of 
victory over odds, against even the 
will of the “misguided” people. Thus 


ps advent of Fascism and the 


that long dormant but far from dead 
revolt against the fruits of 1789 
came to life all over the world in the 
Twentieth Century Counter-Refor- 
mation. This was not a movement 
to strengthen the status quo. It was 
an assault on the status quo from a 
quarter long left unguarded. This 
was to be precisely the great strength 
of the New Counter-Reformation, 
for the defenders of the status quo, 
in their anxiety to stop progress, 
were often to ally themselves with 
agents of the Counter-Reformation 
whose sole interest in the status quo 
is to use it as a point of departure for 
moving back into the Middle Ages.18 

The leaders of the Spanish cru- 


* Protesting against the assumption by governments of tasks formerly done by 


individuals, a favorite plaint likewise of American reactionaries, the Spanish scholar 
Manuel Garcia Morente, in a series of lectures delivered at Buenos Aires, June 1 and 
2, 1938 (“La Idea de la Hispanidad,” Espasa-Calpe, Buenos Aires, 1938) declared: 
“Feudalism was one of the many possible methods of manifesting that eternal ideal. 
Feudalism cannot return. But the ideal of the private life will seek and find new forms 
for its concrete manifestation. Human civilization will again pass through a variety of 
the Middle Ages.” 
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sade of 1936 were men speaking this 
language of past centuries. Signif- 
icantly, the leadership of the Span- 
ish Church in this crisis was en- 
trusted to Isidro Cardinal Goma y 
Tomas, who at the Eucharistic Con- 
gress held at Buenos Aires on 
Columbus Day, 1934, lamented that 
“the Eighteenth Century was fatal” 
for “the principles 
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Rousseau and Adam Smith with 
Karl Marx a poor third. “The great 
Movement that rose up against the 
meaning of Spain was the Protestant 
Movement. For this reason, it was 
Spain that launched that formidable 
campaign headed by Ignatius 
Loyola, called the Counter-Reforma- 
tion,’ declared Alfonso Garcia 

Valdecasas, one of 


of religion and the 
authority of the 
monarchs,” 
sadly chronicled 
the decline of 
Spanish power in 
the New World as 
fol! loiwiss) phe 
atheism of the En- 
cyclopedia and 
the demagogic 
revolution came to 


and 


America as 
smuggled goods 


The  Franco-Requeté-Falangist 
rising has been called the Third 
Carlist war, because it was in 
Navarre, home of Carlism, her- 
metically sealed against the intru- 
sion of modern ideas, that the 
rising received its only popular 
support. Franco himself said: 
“The ideal Spain was repre- 
sented by the Carlists who fought 
the bastard, Frenchified and 
Europeanized Spain of the Lib- 


erals.” 


the ruling trium- 
virate of the 
Phalanx, at the 
first great public 
Falangist meeting 
held in Madrid on 
October 29, 1933. 
“The great devia- 
tion of European 
thought, which 
comes from Prot- 
estantism,” he 
continued, “has 
today reached its 


with the Spanish cargoes; the old 
hispanidad became little by little 
francophile; Madrid was supplanted 
by Versailles; the Gospel, by the En- 
cyclopedia; the old respect for the 
authority of the King, by pride in 
trying new democratic forms of goy- 
ernment.” 

The same “line” formed the basis 
of the Falangist ideology. The vil- 
lains denounced by José Antonio 
Primo de Rivera were Jean Jacques 


most extreme forms: Capitalism’s 
millions of unemployed, the terrible 
paradox of the greatest poverty in 
the midst of the greatest prosperity; 
the material gigantism exemplified 
by the United States, model for the 
Russia of the Soviets. All is pure 
materialism, called Capitalism on 
one side, Communism on the other. 
And for those who can perceive the 
fundamentals of culture in this 
world, the destruction of both prin- 
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ciples is evident. Spain suffers today 
from the death tremors of those out- 
worn regimes, of those rotten 
ideologies. Against it we rise. And 
having in view all the panorama 
before us, all the hopes opening to 
us, I say that since the ruin of all 
that is anti-Spain is evident, Spain 
will again be able to give guidance 
to the world. I say to you that if 
our will is strong, and if our thought 
is passionate, then, again, the word 
of Spain will point out to the world 
the paths of the spirit.” 

The Franco-Requeté-Falangist ris- 
ing has been called the Third Carlist 
war, because it was in Navarre, 
home of Carlism, hermetically 
sealed against the intrusion of mod- 
ern ideas, that the rising received 
its only popular support. Franco 
himself said: “The ideal Spain was 
represented by the Carlists who 
fought the bastard, Frenchified and 
Europeanized Spain of the Lib- 
erals.” In his 1940 New Year ad- 
dress, Franco pointed out that the 
Falangist revolution “has powerful 
enemies; the same who through the 
years were creating our decadence. 
This is the sad heritage of the lib- 
eral century, the remains of which 
are trying to come to life in the 


darkness, urged on by the eternal 
agents of the anti-Spain. They are 
those who under Charles III intro- 
duced Masonry into our country by 
means of the Encyclopedia; the peo- 
ple with French ideas from the 
Napoleonic invasion; those who 
with Riego' gave the coup de grace 
to our empire beyond the seas; those 
who surrounded the reigning Queen 
when she decreed the extinction of 
the Religious Orders and the con- 
fiscation of their goods under the 
inspiration of the Jew Mendizabal; 
those who in 798 signed the in- 
famous Treaty of Paris, which not 
only gave away our Antilles but the 
Philippines, a thousand miles from 
the scene of war; those who under 
a liberal and parliamentary mon- 
archy in the short time of a century 
brought about the loss of the great- 
est of empires. .. .” Again at the 
Puertollano mines on February 15, 
1940, Franco said: “We must exile 
liberalism.” (The Jesuit Father Juan 
Rey Carrera in a compendium of 
Catholic thought published in 
Franco Spain in 1938'® quotes with 
approval the following description 
of “liberalism”:1° “Pure political lib- 
eralism refuses all subordination of 
the State to God or to the Church. It 


General Rafael del Riego rose at Cabezas de San Juan in 1820 to restore the 


liberal constitution. 


@ Juan Rey Carrera, “El Resurgir de Espana,’ San Sebastian, 1938. 
*G. Robinot Marcy, “Ante la Apostasia de las Masas,’ Madrid, 1932. 
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demands the sovereignty and abso- 
lute independence of man, and, 
consequently, liberty of all sorts: lib- 
erty of thought, liberty of press, lib- 
erty of speech, liberty of con- 
science.”’) 

From this intransigent opposition 
to “liberalism” comes the anti- 
Semitism in Spain today. This is 
not based wholly on race, as is the 
brutal anti-Semitism of Hitler, but 
on the Jews’ failure to accept the 
Catholic Church as the final reposi- 
tory of Truth. The clerical mind in 
Spain links the Jew with the liberal- 
ism of the modern mind, with 
Masonry, with “French ideas,” with 
democracy. The basic study of mod- 
ern Spanish racial thought is con- 
tained in “Defensa de la Hispani- 
dad,” published in 1934 by the edi- 
tor of Accién Espafiola, the Catholic 
conspirator, Maeztu. 
Maeztu, a one-time Anarchist, is the 
intellectual heir of Marcelino 
Menéndez y Pelayo and the other 
Spanish Catholic thinkers of the 
Nineteenth Century. His Azspani- 
dad is the union of all Spaniards all 


Ramiro de 
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over the world, but his Spanish race 
includes, not men of the same blood, 
but men of the same culture, the 
same thoughts, the same religion. 
“Historically,” he says, “Hispanidad 
is no more than the Empire of the 
[Catholic] Faith.’ He pleaded for 
Spain to resume “her interrupted 
mission,’ to be again “the arm of 
God on earth.” He scorned demo- 
cratic government!” and declared 
that “that state of the democracies, 
buyer of elections and provider of 
jobs, is no more than barbarism, and 
its successor must be sought at once. 
. . . The worst is not that we are 
sick ourselves, but that, save for the 
possibility that the new regimes of 
Italy and Germany may point out a 
path of progress, there is nothing in 
the world to envy... .” This book 
gave to Cardinal Gomd y Tomas 
the thesis for his Columbus Day 
(Day of the Race) address at the 
1934 Eucharistic Congress held at 
Buenos Aires. 

A Spanish-American writing from 
Rome in the Spanish Catholic 
monthly “Razon y Fe” (called a 


7 Bugenio Vegas Latapie writes as follows of Maeztu’s political philosophy in 


his introduction to the third edition (Valladolid, 1938) of Maeztu’s book: “His en- 
thusiasm for the Fuehrer antedates the arrival of National-Socialism to power and it is 
worthwhile to remember the violent and interminable discussions held by Maeztu, 
seconded by General Garcia de la Herran [associated with General Sanjurjo in the 
premature revolt of August 10, 1932], chiefly with Eugenio Montes. [Berlin correspondent 
of the monarchist newspaper A.B.C. and Franco propagandist in Spanish-America during 
the war in Spain], in the days when Montes, that renowned thinker, had not yet sur- 
rendered to proof of the Fuehrer’s greatness.” 
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“Spanish-American monthly maga- 
zine”) of December, 1937, hails the 
new Empire as “above all, spiritual 
fraternity,” and declares: “We shall 
not think of racist imperialisms. At 
all times it has been said—let us 
remember the venerable Ramiro de 
Maeztu—that we Spanish people are 
not a race, physiologically speaking. 
For us the important thing is not 
blonde hair and blue eyes, but the 
soul.” 

The standards 
of Maeztu’s Fa- 
langist mystique, 
whereby all non- 
conformists are ex- 
cluded from Span- 
ish life, are, of 
course, as unjust 
on the  non-be- 
liever as are Hit- 
ler’s racial stand- 
ards on the non-Nordic. Whereas 
the body of hispanidad can include 
a Fascist Jew like Juan March or 
an anti-Semitic English poet like 
Roy Campbell, it can and did drive 
from Spanish society more than a 
million liberal Spaniards and today 
allows other millions to exist in 


eign blood. 


Spain only as conversos of the new 
Inquisition. 
Garcia Morente upheld Maeztu’s 


The racial policy of the New 
Spain is based, not on any bio- 
logical racial concept, but on 
dogma. Spanish anti-Semitism is 
rooted in the dogmatic intoler- 
ance of the Spanish Catholic 
Church. The foreign idea is 
much more feared than any for- 


ideas in his Buenos Aires lectures, 
saying, “Neither race, nor blood, 
nor territory, nor language suffices 
to explain the ‘being’ of a nation. 
. . . There comes to Spain from 
Greece a painter without a drop of 
Spanish blood in his veins, El Greco. 
And this painter absorbs so_pro- 
foundly the Spanish spirit, the 
essence of hispanidad, that his pic- 
tures constitute one of the most ele- 
vated expressions of the Spanish 
soul. Let us not 
say then that race 
or blood are the 
essential elements 
of nationality.” 
These 
further 
elaborated by a 
contributor 
Maeztu’s Accidn 
Espanola, Dr. Val- 
lejo Nagera, who, during the war, 
produced two books? on the racial 
policy of the new Spain. His criteria 
for judging a racially good Spaniard 
are not biologic but moral, environ- 
mental. He writes: “. If we 
investigate carefully the origins of 
the degeneration of the Spanish race, 
we shall find that the degeneration 
is more moral than biologic for there 
are proportionately no more cretins 


ideas 
were 


to 


** “Rugenesia de la Hispanidad,” Editorial Espafiola, Burgos, 1937, and “Politica 
Racial del Nuevo Estado,” Editorial Espafiola, San Sebastian, 1938. 
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and imbeciles in Spain than in other 
countries. In our modest opinion, 
the degeneration of the Spanish race 
—insofar as it concerns the loss or 
decay of the specified ethical values 
of the race and the acquisition of 
moral faults encrusted on the geno- 
type—comes directly from that evil 
spiritual atmosphere that has 
asphyxiated the race since the begin- 
ning of its foreignization. . 

“So lofty was Spanish thought of 
the Sixteenth Century, so consistent 
was Spanish philosophy, so pro- 
found the knowledge of the intel- 
lectual apologists of our Golden 
Age, that for more than two cen- 
turies the race was able to free itself 
from impious and materialist influ- 
ences, until that time when first the 
Jansenists, and then the Encycloped- 
ists and the disciples of Voltaire, 
cleverly disguised as philosophers 
and monarchists, began to under- 
mine the religious foundations of 
Spanish society, sending the race 
down the path of immorality, caus- 
ing its degeneration. The successors 
of the intellectual philosophers and 
Encyclopedists continued in the 
Nineteenth Century their evil work 
and brought us innumerable social 
convulsions and political upheavals, 
the loss of the colonies, torrents of 
blood and tears, without bringing 
us anything stable or organic, con- 
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tributing rather to the decay of the 
Face; 

“The cry of our true race rang 
stridently throughout the world on 
the glorious day of the National 
Rising, and foot by foot our young 
men reconquered the homeland of 
the race, in order that, once in pos- 
session of the soil, the people should 
be imbued with the true racial spirit 
that is to reinvigorate them, mean- 
while improving the morality of the 
social environment, in order that 
the genotype should find adequate 
biological expansion. The cardinal 
point of the racial policy of the New 
Spain is based on the purification of 
the environment, by means of social, 
political and religious influences, 
without which purification all intent 
to regenerate the race is useless.” 

This quotation, stripped of its 
scientific disguise, shows that the 
racial policy of the New Spain is 
based, not on any biological racial 
concept, but on dogma. Spanish anti- 
Semitism is rooted in the dogmatic 
intolerance of the Spanish Catholic 
Church. The foreign idea is much 
more feared than any foreign blood. 
“Jewish thought,” not Jewish blood, 
is evil. During the war this age-old 
belief of the Spanish Church became 
tinctured with the rawer anti- 
Semitism of the Gestapo. Leaders of 
the Spanish Church and State made 
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public statements that would have 
been fit copy for Der Stuermer. 
Both Franco and his brother-in- 
law, Ramén Serrano Sufier, who is 
also Minister of the Interior, Chief 
Censor of the Spanish press, and 
political leader of the Spanish Pha- 
lanx, have made 
speeches. When Serrano Sufier 
visited Mussolini in June, 1939, he 
declared: “With the 


anti-Semitic 


same force 


* with which they broke the rings of 


steel that surrounded them on the 
battlefield, they [Spain’s people] 
will break those other rings that a 
hostile Judaism is trying to place 
across their path.” Franco defended 
the Nazi persecutions of the Jews 
in his New Year’s speech of 1940. 
After denouncing dishonest mer- 
chants, he added in a pointed aside: 
“Now you will understand the mo- 
tives which have caused different 
nations to oppose and cause the with- 
drawal from activity of those races 
characterized by the 
avarice and interest, for their pre- 
dominance in society is the cause of 


stigma of 


disturbance and endangers the na- 
tion’s historic destiny.” 

The Rev. Denis Fahey, C.S.Sp., 
in his “The 
Rulers of Russia,” now being widely 
distributed in this country by Father 
Coughlin, quotes Franco as saying 
in his Victory Speech of May 19, 


latest publication, 


1939: “Let us be under no illusion. 
The Jewish spirit, which was 
responsible for the alliance of large- 
scale capital with Marxism, and was 
the driving force behind so many 
anti-Spanish revolutionary agree- 
ments, will not be got rid of in a 
days enki: 

The Bishop of Plasencia, in the 
Seville, Rebel Spain, newspaper F.E. 
(the initials for the Spanish fascist 
organization Falange Espanola; it 
also spells the Spanish word fe, 
meaning faith) of July 17, 1937, 
proclaimed his loyalty to Franco’s 
movement with these Nazi senti- 
ments: “. .. We should have no dif- 
ficulty in calling it a Rising and the 
sublime act of social-Christianity; 
and the reason is that from the first 
it signified complete opposition to 
those forces in front of us and 
around us—an enslaving irruption 
of Communism, Judaism 
Masonry in infernal amalgam, 
which would quickly destroy the 
little civilization left to us.” And the 
Bishop of Palencia contributed to 
the same newspaper: “Today, 
openly, it can be sincerely affirmed: 
t h e Masonic-Jewish-Communist 
revolution has robbed, despoiled, de- 
stroyed and killed many for hatred 
of Christ.” 

Another Spanish prelate, the Most 
Reverend Antonio Garcia, Bishop of 


and 
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Tuy, has also contributed to anti- 
Semitic literature. The latest Cough- 
linite publication, “An Answer to 
Father Coughlin’s Critics,”?® quotes 
from the Rev. Denis Fahey’s “The 
Mystical Body of Christ in the Mod- 
ern World,” the following statement 
of Bishop Garcia: “It is evident that 
the present conflict is one of the 
most terrible wars waged by Anti- 
Christ, that is, by Judaism, against 
the Catholic Church and against 
Christ. And at this crisis in the his- 
tory of the world, Jewry uses two 
formidable one secret, 
namely that of Freemasonry, the 
other, open and avowed, with hands 
dripping with blood, that of the 
Communists and all the other asso- 
ciated bodies, Anarchists, Anarcho- 
Syndicalists, Socialists, as well as the 


armies; 


auxiliary forces, Rotary, etc... .” 


The Tablet, official organ of the 
Roman Catholic diocese of Brook- 
lyn, New York, on June 24, 1939, 
printed a letter signed by Leon 
O’Donnell, which quoted the Jesuit 
Father Bayle, editor of the Catholic 
review “De Rebus Hispaniae” of 
Burgos, Spain, as writing on May 
24, 1939: “You are right in con- 


June-July 


sidering as untrue the statement 
published by newspapers about a 
loan being sought by Nationalist 
Spain from the Judaeo-Capitalists. 
These Jews are looked upon by the 
government and by all Spaniards as 
born enemies of Christian civiliza- 
tion. The Government has stated 
more than once that Spain has sufh- 
cient resources to be self-contained.” 

The Falangist movement, which 
contributed the basic political philos- 
ophy to the Franco regime, has 
always been anti-Semitic. Onésimo 
Redondo, the Falangist martyr, in 
the first number of his “Libertad” 
(June 13, 1931), chided the Madrid 
fascists of “La Conquista del 
Estado,’ for their lack “of anti- 
Semitic activity which the move- 
ment needs to be efficacious and cer- 
tain.” There is disagreement today 
in Falangist ranks over which of 
two early Spanish Fascists, Onésimo 
Redondo or Antonio Bermtidez 
Cafiete, has the honor of first hay- 
ing translated Hitler into Spanish. 
The Falangist political writer, and 
National Chief of University and 
Secondary Education, José Pemar- 
tin,2° in the most exhaustive treat- 


“An Answer to Father Coughlin’s Critics,” by Father Coughlin’s Friends, The 
Radio League of the Little Flower, Royal Oak, Michigan, 1940. 

* The N.C.W.C. correspondents, Father Thorning and John V. Hinkel, wrote 
(Brooklyn Taédlez, Oct. 29, 1938): “Another high official of the Ministry of Education, 
Dr. José Pemartin, considered by many to be Spain’s foremost author, told the writers 
that the Nationalist Government ‘recognizes the educational function of the Church and 
will aid her in every way to fulfill this function.’ ” 


APA SIN he ss Padre 


Le wlouteen 


HAW rcagaldebr arent A 


Ae Rett CMe lal ened hati ladies MED eat Seababl ore 


ee eee 


1940 FRANCO’S COUNTER-REFORMATION AND THE JEWS = 41 


ment yet made of the ideology of 
the New Spain, “Que es “Lo Nuevo’ 
..., writes (pp. 408-409): “The 
program for the total Catholiciza- 
tion of Spain cannot be achieved 
without decided and opportune 
action against the anti-Catholic sects: 
against Masonry and Judaism. We 
do not want to end this book with- 
out vigorously pointing out that 
Masonry and Judaism are the two 
great and powerful enemies of the 
Fascist movement in the regenera- 
tion of Europe; even more speci- 
fically in the regeneration of Spain, 
in the totally Catholic meaning 
which we advocate. Hitler is 
thoroughly right in his anti-Jewish 
fight. Mussolini has perhaps done 
more for the greatness of Italy 
through the dissolution of Masonry 
than through any other measure.” 
Yet in Spain the Falange is con- 
sidered a Catholic organization. 
Antonio de Castro Albarrdn, in his 
book! endorsed by the Primate of 
the Spanish Church, writes: “I must 


affirm that Falange Espafiola— 


organization, program, movement— 
is Catholic.” 

Although the cruder Nazi influ- 
ence remains superimposed on the 
age-old anti-Semitism of the Spanish 
clericals, members of the Franco 
Front are constantly reassuring 
American Jews on the Caudillo’s 
devotion to freedom of religion. The 
Marquesa de Cienfuegos (neé Jane 
Anderson), before leaving with an 
American Catholic tourist party for 
Franco Spain, declared that “The 
journey will show that there are no 
prejudices in the new Spain,” and 
that “Spain has made of Spanish 
Morocco, a narrow strip of land on 
the northeast coast of Africa, a per- 
fect homeland for the Jews.”?? The 
Marquesa has not seen fit to make 
in this country a public report on 
the details of her trip but from the 
Diario de Burgos, the most impor- 
tant newspaper in the then capi- 
tal of Spain, we learn (Aug. 19, 
1939) that the Franco Minister for 


7 “Guerra Santa,” Editorial Espafiola, Burgos, 1938. 
There are fundamental geographical objections to such a scheme. Jews in 


Spanish Morocco would be at the mercy of natives under the influence of anti-Semitic 
propaganda from Nazi Germany, Fascist Italy—and Falangist Spain. José Maria 
Iribarren, General Mola’s secretary (“Mola,” Heraldo de Aragon, Saragossa, 1938), tells 
of a meeting in Burgos in August, 1936, attended by Generals Franco, Mola, Kindelan 
and others. Speaking of General Franco, Iribarren writes: “He commented on the joy 
with which the Moors went into battle. They wear detentes [“detente bala?—“Stop the 
bullet”—Catholic charms supposed to stop enemy bullets] of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
which the girls in Seville placed on them. They are saying: ‘It has been a long time 
since we have had a chance to fight against the Hebrew.?” This attitude and its encourage- 
ment by Franco do not indicate that the Spanish Moors would be good neighbors to the 
persecuted Jews. 
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Foreign Affairs gave a luncheon for 
the Bishop of Atlanta, Georgia, 
U.S.A., Dr. O'Hara, which was at- 
tended by Miss Jane Anderson and 
others. If the Marquesa (neé Miss 
Anderson), described by the Diario 
de Burgos as a “distinguished Catho- 
lic propagandist,” read the news- 
paper that day, she saw on the front 
page a two column headline that 
read: “JEWISH WARMONGER- 
ING WILL NOT SUCCEED IN 
TURNING LOOSE WAR OVER 
DANZIG.” According to this obvi- 
ously Nazi-inspired article, war 
would not break out in Danzig “in 
spite of the warmongering—Bolshe- 
vik, Socialist, Masonic and Jewish 
—and in spite of all those who, with- 
out belonging to these sects, show 
themselves allied with them.” 
This sort of article, found only 
in the Nazi, or Nazi-inspired press 
of the world, has been a regular 
feature in the press of Franco Spain 
since the outbreak of the war in 
1936. Harold Callender reported 
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(New York Times, May 17, 1938) 
that the Franco press’ foreign news 
was “selected by the German off- 
cial news bureau.” Nazi anti-Semi- 
tism, including the Nazi riots of No- 
vember, 1938, is warmly defended 
in the Franco press. According to 
the latest reports, there are 206 press 
attachés working out of the Ger- 
man Embassy in Madrid. 

A new edition of Hitler’s “Mein 
Kampf” (“Mi Lucha”) was pre- 
pared for the Spanish market in 
1937 and widely distributed, along 
with Henry Ford’s “The Interna- 
tional Jew.’*3 “The Protocols of 
the Elders of Zion” was one of the 
featured books in the September, 
1938, issue of the Bibliographical 
Bulletin of the Burgos publishing 
company, Rayfe, publishers of the 
Catholic monthly, Razdén y Fe. This 
Catholic house described the Proto- 
cols as follows: “Published writings 
regarding its authenticity and mean- 
ing are innumerable. Its authenticity 


is proved by the book itself, which 


=n Raxon y Fe for May, 1939, E. Fernandez Almuzara writes that Ford’s book, 


translated into Spanish by Bruno Wenzel, is very popular in Spain. He sharply criti- 
cizes the book because its author considers the Society of Jesus a Jewish tool. Concerning 
the Jews, this Catholic writer says: “(However harshly we may judge the Jewish race, we 
shall not go so far as to say all Jews are essentially wicked. There are, doubtless, bad 
Jews, and we will concede, if you wish, that there are more bad Jews than good Jews. 
But so long as there is one, or a few, who are good, it will be unjust to condemn them 
all alike and measure them all by the same standard. When the Catholic Kings decreed 
the expulsion of the Jews from their lands, they did not move against all of them, but 
only against those who refused to be baptized and to mix their blood with that of the 
natives.’ This example of Catholic intolerance towards another religion E. Fernandez 
Almuzara hails as tolerance, 
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includes transcripts from the origi- 
nal records of the sessions. A highly 
interesting book, especially at the 
present time, when current events 
are confirming some prophecies of 
the book.” 

Espafia en la Cruz (“Spain on 
the Cross”) by Rogelio Pérez Oli- 
vares, with a cover design showing 
the map of Spain pinned to the 
cross with the three bloody nails of 
Marxism, Masonry and Judaism, 
went into two editions in 1937. It 
was published by the Catholic Press 
and Bindery at Avila in Franco 
Spain. Jorge Villarin published at 
Cadiz in 1937 a book on the war 
called Guerra en Espana contra 
el Judaismo Bolchevique (“The 
War in Spain against Bolshevik 
Jewry”). All of these books were 
published and sold under strict 
censorship laws, enforced by a board 
on which the Catholic Church is 
heavily represented.*4 


This anti-Semitic press in Spain 
is controlled by a Government 
which, we have been constantly 
assured by the Franco Front, is a 
Christian Government. Father 
Thorning and John V. Hinkel, in 
their N.C.W.C. news service articles 
(Brooklyn Tablet, Oct. 8, 1938), re- 
ported an interview with Cardinal 
Goma: “There is no doubt that the 
Franco Government is being actu- 
ated by the highest Christian ideals, 
he said. For example, he declared, 
the work of applying the Papal 
Encyclicals on social justice is be- 
ing carried out at an astonishingly 
successful and rapid rate in Na- 
tionalist Spain. The highest officials 
of that government, from Gen- 
eralissimo Franco down, insist they 
are attempting to build a State based 
on Catholic principles, he continued. 
What is more important, he said, 
they are actually doing this.” 

The victory of the Twentieth 


* All over the world the cause of Franco was the cause of the anti-Semites. In 


W ich 


France, the Comte de St.-Aulaire and Léon de Poncins; in the United States Father 
Coughlin. The South African poet, Roy Campbell, a fanatical convert to the Faith, in his 
pro-Franco verses ‘Flowering Rifle” is cheaply and viciously anti-Semitic. In his intro- 
duction he intolerantly denounces “humanitarianism,” which he says, “sides automatically 
with the Dog against the Man, the Jew against the Christian, the black against the white, 
the servant against the master, the criminal against the judge.” “The Spanish Arena,” by 
William Foss and Cecil Gerahty, the most ambitious book on the war published in Eng- 
land, repeats all the old canards against the Jews. This book carries a foreword by 
Franco’s London representative, the Duke of Alba, and was distributed by the Right 
Book Club, which counts among its patrons the cream of British Torydom, including the 
Foreign Minister, Viscount Halifax. Hilaire Belloc and Francis Yeats-Brown both wrote for 
Franco and against the Jews. Captain Archibald Ramsay, M.P., recently arrested by the 
British Government for “Fifth Column” activities, is an out-spoken anti-Semite and was 
also the founder of the United Christian Front, organized to aid General Franco. 


44 PROTESTANT DIGEST 


Century Counter-Reformation in 
Spain, with its concomitant anti- 
Semitism, was, it must be empha- 
sized, as great a victory for the 
American branch of the Interna- 
Roman Catholic Church, 


which with its reactionary allies 


tional 


forms the Franco Front in America, 
as it was for the 
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Latin, Christian, Hispanic culture 
and our political jurisdiction, above 
all, over the South American coun- 
tries, of Hispanic soul and lan- 
guage. . 
take up a world point of view, we 


. . If we leave Europe and 


see that over in America there is 
most certainly reserved to seemingly 


weak and_ back- 


Spanish branch of 
the Church and 
its allies in Spain. 
The political ma- 
chine of the Ro- 
man Church in 
the United States, 
in winning the 
Spanish Embargo 
fight, succeeded 
for the first time 
in American his- 
tory in determin- 
ing a major policy 


The political machine of the Ro- 
man Church in the United States, 
in winning the Spanish Embargo 
fight, succeeded for the first time 
in American history in determin- 
ing a major policy of the United 
States Government. The triumph 
in Spain of the Twentieth Cen- 
tury Counter-Reformation was 
the immediate purpose of the 
Franco Front in America; the 
triumph of the Counter-Reforma- 
tion in the United States was its 
long-range purpose. 


ward Spanish 
America the same 
noble mission of 
Latinity 
Europe: the con- 
version of North 
Acme ric! aulieto 
Catholicism. . . 

The evident de- 
cadence of the 
British Empire 
could also have in 
this, our full con- 
ception of the 


in 


of the United 

States Government. The triumph in 
Spain of the Twentieth Century 
Counter-Reformation was the im- 
mediate purpose of the Franco 
Front in America; the triumph of 
the the 


United States was its long-range 


Counter-Reformation in 


purpose. 

This universal missionary purpose 
of the Franco movement is clearly 
stated by José Pemartin. He writes: 
“To extend and expand our great 


Catholicization of 
the modern world, a place analogous 
to that of the decadence of the Ro- 
man Empire in the Christianization 
of the old world. British peace today 
takes the place of the Pax Romana. 
And throughout the British Empire 
the remnants of the decadent Anglo- 
Saxon civilization of pseudo-reli- 
gious utilitarianism are to serve as 
a very convenient preparation for 
the easy advance of Catholicism.” 

The plans of the 


long-range 
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Franco Front in America were re- 
vealed recently in Spain by Aileen 
O’Brien, a pretty Irish-American 
girl, who lectured and wrote tire- 
lessly in Spain and in the United 
States on behalf of Franco. Before 
the war she worked in Geneva for 
Pro-Deo, one of the world head- 
quarters for the dissemination of 
Fascist literature. Pro-Deo’s review, 
Contre Révolution, was edited by 
the Catholic anti-Semite Léon de 
Poncins. The Carlist beret which 
Aileen O’Brien wore on her speak- 
ing tours in the United States was 
more than a mere ornament; Aileen 
O’Brien was intellectually and emo- 
tionally a Carlist. In the Sign, a 
monthly review published by the 
Passionist Fathers, in Union City, 
New Jersey, she wrote of the Carl- 
ists: “These indomitable men had 
scorned the material bribes offered 
by the Republic whose Constitution 
denied that Spain was Catholic any 
longer, just as they had scorned the 
intoxicating doctrines that had 
crept across the Pyrenees with the 
French Revolution and had man- 
aged to conquer the rest of the 
world.” 

Her standing in the Franco Front 
may be seen from the fact that she 
was one of the featured speakers at 
the Keep the Embargo Rally held 
in Constitution Hall in Washington, 


D. C., on January 9, 1939. On the 
platform with Miss O’Brien were 
United States Senator David I. 
Walsh of Massachusetts and United 
States Representative Hamilton Fish 
of New York. Her argument to 
keep the embargo on arms to Spain 
was, “This country has not soiled 
its hands with the blood of any 
Spaniard. That is something to be 
proud of. Let’s keep being proud 
of it.” 

There is, however, reason to 
doubt that Miss O’Brien was actu- 
ated in Washington by her patriotic 
feelings as an American, for in an 
unusually frank radio address de- 
livered in Spain some months later 
she declared her faith in Franco’s 
Fascist way as a means of “saving” 
not only Spain but the whole world. 
Some _ paragraphs 
O’Brien’s speech, taken from 
Madrid’s Falangist daily, Arriba, of 
September 22, 1939, follow: “The 
imperial destiny of Spain must be 
fulfilled, not only for Spain, but 
for the whole world. What is Spain? 
What is its imperial destiny? I 
shall answer you from the point of 
view of a foreigner, so that you may 
know what we are thinking of 
Spain, of its destiny, and how, for 
us, the achievement of that empire 


from Miss 


is of fundamental importance. I 
want you to remember while I speak 
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that . . . I represent those for- 
eigners of all countries who dedi- 
cated three years of life to fight- 
ing for Spain abroad, while Spain 
fought for its life here. We did it 
for two reasons. Some _ because, 
knowing Spain, we loved it enough 
to risk everything in its service; but 
all of us because we knew that Spain 
alone could save the world... . 
Because the destiny of Spain is im- 
perial, Catholic and, therefore, uni- 
versal. . . . If you had been with 
me in America, while I spoke to 
that people, com- 
posed of all the races and religions 
of the world, you would understand 
what I mean. While I explained 
the social program of the new Spain, 
and developed Spanish theories, 
those people, representative of the 
whole world, at first listened with 
antipathy or mere courtesy, then 


heterogeneous 
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with surprise, and finally they 
would keep me three hours after 
the lecture to ask questions. They 
forgot their prejudices—which came 
from the red propaganda that filled 
the newspapers—and forgot, not be- 
cause of any spell I might have 
cast over them, but because they 
recognized that the problems of 
which I spoke were not only Span- 
ish, but universal, and that the 
remedy I expounded to them [the 
Franco way] was not only a Spanish 
remedy, but a universal solution. 
. . . Spain is not the only nation 
today suffering from the dire conse- 
quences of that treachery to Christ 
and man, called the Reformation. 
. . . Because Spain is realistic or 
mystic, whichever you prefer, the 
exaggerations of Democracy, of 
Communism, of Racism, and of 
Liberalism, leave it indifferent. . . .” 


Next month Mr. Herbert, continuing “The Franco Front in 


America,” will show that the anti-Semitism that today plagues American life 
stems directly from the pro-Franco agitation in the United States and that it 
continues as part of a ruthless Catholic political manoeuver to force Ameri- 
can liberal Jews to take the Catholic fascist position under direct threat of a 
pogrom. The anti-Semitism in this country today is not Nazi but Catholic. 
Father Coughlin is an extremist but an extremist on Catholic political policy. 
The Catholic aim is not to drive the Jews from American life, not yet, but to 
split them from the liberal Protestant ranks and to frighten them into sup- 
porting the Catholic Counter-Reformation which by means of manoeuvers 
like the Coudert-McLaughlin Bill and the Taylor Mission to the Vatican is 
moving in on the American public school system and the government.—Ed. 
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BREEN—SUPER-CENSOR 


By DONALD KIRKLEY 
tells Mr 


Ix YEARS have passed since the 

Legion of Decency obtained for 
the Roman Catholic Church by 
boycott what amounts to the privi- 
lege of pre-censoring motion pictures 
made in Hollywood for the Ameri- 
can people. The fruits of that vic- 
tory, bitter and sweet, may now be 
detected and described. 

The censorship in question oper- 
ates quietly and 
efficiently, and is 
almost painless 


The minority control of the most 
vital amusement source of the 


—“Quietly, unobtrusively, Mr. Breen 


. Hays what will please the Church.” 


called the Production Code Admin- 
istration for the Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers and Distributors Association. 
Set up in February, 1934, as a means 
of ending the legion’s boycott, the 
PCA has been headed since that 
time by Joseph I. Breen, Catholic 
layman and unofficial ambassador 
of the Legion in Hollywood. Quietly, 
unobtrusively, Mr. Breen tells Mr. 
Hays what will 
please the Church 
and what will dis- 


insofar as its mation is one of the most astound- please it. 
effects on pro- ing things in the history of the Neither Mr. 
ducer, exhibitor United States. Hays nor Mr. 


and spectator are 
concerned. Intimidated by the same 
organized religious force, the news- 
papers rarely mention its workings, 
and if any voice has been raised in 
protest, it has escaped the attention 
of this constant movie-goer. Yet the 
minority control of the most vital 
amusement source of the nation is 
one of the most astounding things 
in the history of the United States. 
The power of censorship is used 
indirectly, through that section of 
the Will H. Hays office which is 


Breen has the 
actual power to dictate to producers, 
but the latter accept the rulings of 
those men and abide by them, know- 
ing what the consequences of revolt 
would be. Thus any line, scene or 
story which would clash with Catho- 
lic dogma or offend against the 
Catholic code of morals is almost 
always deleted at the source. 

In casting up the account for and 
against this influence in the movies, 
let us begin with the favorable side. 
The Legion came into being only 


Original Article 
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after extreme provocation on the 
part of the picture-makers. Bloated 
and arrogant with the phenomenal 
profits of the boom years which 
followed the coming of sound, the 
producers were a law unto them- 
selves. Believing that the public 
wanted dirt, they were dishing it 
up in ever-increasing quantities. 
film 
was free from its 
quota of blue 
wisecracks, risque 


Scarcely a 


innuendoes or de- 
Piction of vice in 
glamorous forms. 
Repeated warn- 
ings in the form 
of sporadic attacks 
by various agen- 
cies of reform had 
been largely dis- served. 
regarded. Wiser 
executives were seeking a cure for 
the discontent, but they moved 
slowly. Things grew worse by the 
month until the Catholics succeeded 
by organization in prevailing where 
other forces, including the State 
censor boards—dominated by poli- 
ticians—had failed. “Clean up!” the 
clergy thundered, “Or we will keep 
our people out of your cinemas.” 
The flow of cheap obscenity 
stopped instantly. Even those who 
deplored the method used, in the 


The decency crusaders were given 
more credit than they deserved 
for the filming of “clean” classics. 
Work on “David Copperfield,” 
“Midsummer Night's Dream,’ 
“Little Women” and similar pic- 
tures had been started before the 
Legion’s drive was launched, and 
their success would have awak- 
ened the cinemoguls to the im- 
portance of the market they 
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belief that it was a serious curtail- 
ment of freedom of expression, 
could only applaud the clean-up. So 
glaring was the change and so pleas- 
ing that sex-crazy Hollywood found 
not a single champion of conse- 
quence to defend it from the as- 
sumption of power by a religious 
minority. 

But it should be 
recorded that 
these  develop- 
ments would have 
taken place in the 
ordinary course of 
events, as pressure 
from crrerese 
women’s clubs, 
various civic 
bodies, teachers’ 
organizations and 
outraged specta- 

tors increased. In- 
deed, the decency crusaders were 
given more credit than they deserved 
for the filming of “clean” classics. 
Work on “David Copperfield,” 
“Midsummer Night’s Dream,” 
“Little Women” and similar pic- 
tures had been started before the 
Legion’s drive was launched, and 
their success would have awakened 
the cinemoguls to the importance 
of the market they served. Because 
these films were completed and re- 
leased in the months following the 
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enthronement of Mr. Breen as “the 
czar of all the rushes,” they were 
generally thought to be the quick 
results of the Legion drive. 

So much for the good accom- 
plished by the new censorship. The 
improvement, as will be seen, was 
limited by the nature of the agency 
which precipitated it. For several 
years now, the screen has been held 
to a dead level of mediocrity and 
banality, fixed in 
convention- 
al grooves, pinned 
by a strict set of 
rules which gov- 
ern inflexibly the 
conduct and fate 
of nearly all its 
characters. 

Writers, re 
quired to keep 
within the absurdly narrow limits 


of censorship. 


of the production code, must stick 
to a few formulas in which virtue 
invariably triumphs over vice and 
infractions of morals are followed 
inevitably by preordained penalties. 
Under these conditions, it is next to 
impossible to generate suspense, 
without which no true drama can 
exist. With few exceptions, the screen 
no longer deals with human beings, 
their frailties and eccentricities; it 
relates, with deadly monotony, the 
same stories about the same set of 


I find myself often anticipating 
the line the glamour boy is about 
to speak. I can tell in advance able than 
how nine situations out of ten 
will be resolved. One need only 
to compare this with the rich 
complexity of the free flesh-and- 
blood theater to spot the effects 


puppets, made to order for Mr. 
Breen, Mr. Hays and the several 
State censor boards. 

More important was the positive 
effect on the nature of the Holly- 
wood product. The film barons em- 
barked on a simon pure program, in 
a dubious frame of mind, but they 
soon discovered, to the surprise of 
most, that a new bonanza had been 
forced upon them. Their shiny 
“clean” pictures, it 
transpired, were 
much more valu- 
their 
dirty ones. Such 
things as “David 
Copperfield” un- 
covered an im- 
mense new audi- 
ence—the Family 
Audience which is 
now the backbone of the industry. 

They found that Shirley Temple 
had a broader appeal than the shape- 
liest cutie; that rugged, honest 
heroes, like Clark Gable and Spen- 
cer Tracy, had a bigger following 
than the slick-haired caressers. 
They discovered that Wallace Beery 
and the late Marie Dressler, Jane 
Withers and Gene Autrey, Fred 
Astaire and Grace Moore could out- 
draw the slinkiest, sinningest stars 
of the preceding era. 

“Snow White and the Seven 


50 PROTESTANT DIGEST 


Dwarfs” became the biggest money- 
maker of all time and “Little 
Women” was a big success. People 
of all kinds liked the “wholesome” 
films which Hollywood had been 
obliged to make the rule rather 
than the exception. Today, the cine- 
moguls are unanimously on the side 
of sweetness and light, unaware that 
they have swung too far in that 
direction. 
Lnartoo ase7- 
seen even by 
skeptics was the 
improvement in 
quality which at 
first accompanied 
the improvement 
in morals. The 
formation of the 
Legion of 
un- 
doubtedly hastened the development 


Decency 


of good writing and directing, and 
induced the producers to adapt at 
least a portion of the “decent” 
classics of literature. 

When the screen deals with his- 
tory, outrageous distortions of fact 
are to be expected. When it deals 
with biography, flagrant liberties are 
always taken with the subjects. 
Whitewash is used in generous 
quantities. Before the Legion of 
Decency interfered, Hollywood, in 
spite of its deformities, mistakes and 


The Catholics themselves did not 
ask for this, and the producers, 
most of whom are not Catholic, 
certainly did not deliberately set 
out to proselytize the fans and 
annoy the Protestants. The situa- 
tion 1s the natural result of their 
attempts to curry favor with the 
Breen office and mollify 
Catholics as a whole. 
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crudities, was beginning to encroach 
upon the domain of the free stage. 
Now the screen has lost all contact 
with reality; year in, year out, it 
ladles out falsifications of life and 
glamorous nonsense. During 1939 
this trend, already noted in preced- 
ing years, became much more 
marked; and in the last six months, 
the flood of perfumed trash has be- 
come notoriously 
obvious. 

Let it be said 
that the censors 
are not entirely to 
blame for this 
state of affairs. 
They had no wish 
to cause a deterio- 
ration, in the long 
run, in the quality 
of the Hollywood 
product. A screen drama can avoid 
giving offense to “decent” people, 
and at the same time tell a good 
story with intelligence and _ taste. 
The trouble lies in the fact that such 
stories, relatively few in number and 
hard to find or invent, represent 
only one phase of literary material. 
The cinemoguls, looking for the 
easiest and simplest way to manu- 
facture saleable stuff in the neces- 
sary quantity to supply thousands of 
hungry screens, have carried the 
clean-up far beyond its original pur- 
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pose and reduced it to a formula 
which has grown trite through repe- 
tition. 

It is not the quality of goodness 
in itself which makes most of the 
current films so dull and crass, but 
the endless presentation of the same 
set of stock ideas in picture after 
picture. As one whose business con- 
sists in going to the movies five 
times a week, every week, I can 
fill out the entire plot of most films, 
after the first ten minutes. 

This is not to say that the screen, 
freed from the strangling regulations 
which enfold it, would achieve origi- 
nality and challenge the stage at all 
points. If there were no censorship, 
the films would remain repetitious 
as long as the need for mass pro- 
duction remains. But they would not 
be so to the same extent. Once in a 
while a sinful character would be 
permitted to escape punishment, as 
happens occasionally in real life. A 
new catalogue of subjects, now tabu, 
would be made available, including 
those literary classics not on the 
Church’s white list, but much ad- 
mired by persons not bound by any 
particular creed. Were the shackles 
removed, many a producer, like 
Walter Wanger and his “Blockade” 
(boycotted by the Legion on purely 
political grounds), would be happy 
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to come to grips with reality now 
and then. 

The most disconcerting result of 
the acceptance of the Catholic cen- 
sorship by the cinemoguls is not a 
matter of artistic integrity or good 
taste or triteness. It is the destruction 
of what was one of the screen’s chief 
virtues before February 1, 1934: non- 
sectarianism. 

Realizing the universality of the 
world audience, the producers, from 
the earliest shoestring days, _re- 
frained from favoring any religious 
denomination. When a story called 
for the presence of a clergyman, he 
was introduced in such an ambigu- 
ous fashion that he could have been 
Catholic, Methodist, Lutheran, Epis- 
copalian, whatever the spectator 
wished him to be. Whenever a 
church building or service was re- 
quired, it was nearly always an 
edifice or rite of unspecified nature. 

That practice changed abruptly 
with the triumph of the Legion. For 
years now, the custom has been to 
work Catholic churches, sacraments, 
charitable institutions, hospitals, 
schools, madonnas, altars, doctrine 
and priests into pictures with or 
without a pretext. Scarcely a week 
goes by without some vivid demon- 
stration of this. 

Always pictured as a benevolent, 
wise mentor of the hero or heroine, 
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the priest may be observed in stories 
of foreign adventure and domestic 
strife; in historical pageants and 
crimelo-dramas of reform in the 
slums. He is the chaplain in yarns 
about soldiers and convicts; he is the 
missionary in the South Sea epics 
and the tales about slavery, earth- 
quakes and hurricanes. There is no 
need to furnish titles and instances; 
anybody who goes frequently to the 
movies can supply these for himself. 

This would be perfectly proper, 
were the Protestant denominations 
given their fair share of representa- 
tion. But the non-sectarian ministers 
have almost disappeared from the 
screen. A visitor from Mars, popping 
into a dozen cinemas at random, 
would be convinced that the United 
States is a Catholic nation. 

The Catholics themselves did not 
ask for this, and the producers, most 
of whom are not Catholic, certainly 
did not deliberately set out to 
proselytize the fans and annoy the 
Protestants. The situation is the nat- 
ural result of their attempts to curry 
favor with the Breen office and 
mollify the Catholics as a whole. 
The boycott scared the Hollywood- 
men as few things have done, and 
their respect for the organization 
behind it is prodigious. Until the 
boycott was placed into effect, with 
priests, in some cases, stationing 
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themselves in front of offending 
cinemas to take down the names of 
parishioners about to enter, the 
cinemoguls paid little or no heed to 
priestly protests. They will not make 
that mistake again. Unless the Prot- 
estants take heed of the new situa- 
tion and threaten similar action, the 
producers will take no steps to read- 
just the balance. This the respon- 
sible Protestants are not likely to do, 
since it would stir up animosities 
which are better buried. But who 
can say whether or not some back- 
woods evangelist of political stripe 
will not choose at some future time 
to make a noisy, troublesome issue 
of it? 

In itself, the preponderance of 
Catholic ritual on the screen is per- 
haps neither soul-shaking nor dis- 
astrous. But it has the seed of dis- 
cord in it, and is therefore the most 
dangerous offshoot of the new cen- 
sorship. The remedy would come 
most gracefully and effectively from 
the Legion of Decency. A word or 
two in the right place and the non- 
sectarian nature of the screen could 
be restored without delay. 

Good relations exist in this coun- 
try between Protestant and Catho- 
lic, but bigotry is far from dead. 
This slight but potentially impor- 
tant source of strain should be re- 
moved. 
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A NEW VOICE FROM JAPAN 


—A Japanese girl asks for 
an embargo on war-materials to Japan. 


[ Announcer: It is a rare occasion when Japan and China “talk it over.” It is 
an interesting occasion when two young women from these countries 
speak in agreement. 


Haru Matsui is an extremely attractive Japanese girl who now 
makes her home in America. Her new book, “Restless Wave,” de- 
scribes her lack of sympathy with the muilitarists of her country who 
are responsible for warring on China. 


Patricia Koo, daughter of the former Chinese Minister to 
America and a student at Columbia University, is one of Miss Matsut’s 
many appreciative readers. These gracious and pretty new women of 
the Orient meet on a friendly basis as we hear them “talking it over.” | 


Miss Koo: J have read your book, Miss Matsui, and was very much struck 
by its beauty and serenity. I was deeply impressed by your sympathy 
to my people and your stand against the Japanese militarists. 


Miss Matsui: I am very happy to meet you, Miss Koo, as a friend when our 
countries are at war. Although I am a Japanese I have no sympathy 
with the militarists of my country who have invaded the great country 
of China. I sincerely hope that the Japanese army will withdraw soon 
from Chinese territory and China will win her struggle for independ- 
ence. My people have nothing to gain from this invasion, but they are 
the wretched prey of this war. My native country, the beautiful land 
of cherry blossoms, which I love so dearly is now filled with tears, sor- 
row and weeping voices. A feeling of anger and shame fills my heart 
for what the military group of my country is doing to millions of 
innocent people in both China and Japan. 


Miss Koo: It is’ quite unusual to find your countrymen taking an out- 
spoken stand as you do against the war. Are there many Japanese 
people who feel as you do? 


Broadcast over Station WEAF, National Broadcasting System, New York City. 
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Miss Matsui: Many people feel the same way, but they cannot say it 
openly. Those in Japan are not allowed to speak out, and many of 
those here are afraid for the sake of their families. 


Miss Koo: But what about you? Your family is in Japan, too, isn’t it? 


Miss Matsui: Of course I, too, have a family in Japan. But when I see the 
misery of the Chinese people and my people I cannot be silent. 


Miss Koo: Your education must have been rather unconventional to have 
made you so outspoken. 


Miss Matsui: No. My childhood education was actually very conventional. 
I was born in Tokyo at a time when feudal Japan had jumped into a 
new era. Smoky cities had sprung up all over the country. Things were 
changing, breathlessly. Old and new clashed everywhere. Through- 
out my childhood I was docile and I lived in the old tradition. I held 
my grandmother’s ideal as mine. To her, complete submission was 
the highest virtue of woman. 


Miss Koo: Your father had more modern ideas, didn’t he? 


Miss Matsui: Yes. My father, who was a professor of science, was eager to 
adopt western civilization and would not let his children be brought 
up in the old-fashioned way. It was Father who first opened my eyes 
and guided me from grandmother’s ideas. He believed in progress 
yet he could not cast off entirely the old tradition. For example, his 
son was more important to him than his daughters—which was 
typical of old Japan. 


Miss Koo: Yet he did give you a western education, didn’t he? I remember 
reading about it in your book. 


Miss Matsui: Yes. Father gave elder sister and me a western education, yet 
we were to maintain all of a Japanese woman’s virtue of submission. 
We were trained to become better wives and wise mothers. Our home 
training was deyoted to tea ceremony, flower arrangement and callig- 
raphy, all necessary to become a flower bride. As a girl I was trapped 
between the old and new. One day I heard at school about the new 
women. They wished to work just like men and demanded equal 
treatment with men. These new women, I was told, married their own 
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choice husbands for love, not by family arrangement. They walked 
arm in arm with men on the street. I wondered what were these crea- 
tures, some species of demons? 


Miss Koo: When you first came to America did you find the American 
women very different from your own? 


Miss Matsui: Yes, but by that time my ideas had changed about women 
and I was one of the moderns myself. When I came to America I was 
impressed by the American women who walk by kicking the street, 
standing as straight as green bamboos. I felt they were a symbol of free, 
unhampered womanhood. The customs between men and women 
here were different, too. Here in America if a woman dropped a 
pencil, a man would pick it up for her. I thought to myself what a 
strange custom that was. 


Miss Koo: But what was it in Japan that made you change your ideas 
about women? 


Miss Matsui: It was when my elder sister was married to a man whom 
she had never met but who was chosen for her. Although I did 
not know the mystery and beauty of love, marriage without love 
seemed to me a fearful thing. I felt coldness in my heart looking at 
elder sister going to be a bride. I was secretly determined not to follow 
after her. 


Miss Koo: That must have been a momentous decision. At that time were 
there many people who advocated equality of men with women and 
free choice in marriage, and other democratic ideas? 


Miss Matsui: These ideas were just beginning to be discussed in Japan. 
The idea of democracy was spreading in the minds of my people. 
Laborers began asking for the first time for the eight hour work-day 
instead of their usual fourteen or fifteen hours. A woman, down- 
trodden, with a baby on her back, stood for the first time before an 
audience and spoke about the conditions in her factory. There was a 
rice riot throughout the country started by the fishermen’s wives in a 
small fishing village when the price of rice went up to the sky. I was 
told that the whole thing was due to the bad influence of foreign 
materialistic civilization. I could not understand and wished to know 
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about the flowing torrent of society. Sometimes I neglected my womanly 


duty of the tea ceremony and went to hear talks on labor conditions 
at the Y.W.C.A. 


Miss Koo: Did you actually observe any of the labor conditions yourself? 


Miss Matsui: Yes. When I was taken to a textile factory from high school 
I saw girls about my own age working. They received a pittance for 
12 hours work in the noise of machines and in the white cotton dust. 
They were locked in factory barracks after work. I looked at them 
but met only cold glassy eyes. Some were panting and limping. I did 
not know then that 20°% of these girls had beriberi. Their feet were 
so swollen that the least unevenness in the floor caused them to fall. 
I did not know that at night their pillows were wet with tears. I 
remembered long afterward the songs I heard. They were singing in 
low, sad voices: 


“We are slave girls. 
We can see the sky 
But we are in a cage. 
We are little, little birds 
Without wings.” 


At the time of earthquake in 1923, many of these girls in factories 
lost their lives. When they rushed out from the burning buildings they 
were thrust back. They were told that their lives were not their 
own, and they had no freedom to escape. They were burned alive. 


Miss Koo: The tragedy of that earthquake was something the whole 
world remembered. 


Miss Matsui: It is still a painful memory. It awakened deep thought inside 
me and opened the eyes of my mind. I was drawn toward the problems 
of unfortunate people. Suffering, sorrow and struggle of ill-fated people 
vibrated into my heart. 


Miss Koo: But now you are not only distressed at the suffering of your 
own people, but at the suffering of my people, too. How did you come 
to feel concern for China? 
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Miss Matsui: I attended one of the pre-election meetings of the Farmer 
Labor Party in 1928. On the wall were pasted slogans: “Oppose send- 
ing army to meddle in China.” “Limitation of armament and estab- 
lishment of world peace.” Back in 1915, the world was startled by the 
Japanese demands upon China, known as the twenty-one demands. 
I was too small at that time to understand, but later I knew I was 
opposed, with other people of Japan, to the army policy of meddling 
in China. When the army men dragged my country into the invasion 
of Manchuria in 1931, I was one of thousands who were arrested for 
protesting. My country, which had begun winning a democracy, was 
put back again to a dark age. 


Miss Koo: Yes, the social conditions in Japan rather explain how the 
Japanese militarists have stayed in power so long. But I understand 
there is more and more opinion expressed against them in Japan now. 
Is that true? 

Miss Matsui: Yes, even when the Sino-Japanese conflict began in 1937 I 
knew that my people did not wish to attack China. Just before this 
war they voted for a liberal party and for peace. A Japanese representa- 
tive spoke only this month at the parliament demanding immediate 
peace and withdrawal of the Japanese army from China. His voice 
was the reflection of the minds of the people who are ashamed and 
bitter because they are sent to kill and to be killed in China. 


Miss Koo: You feel, then, that if the Japanese militarists are defeated it 
will bring happiness to your people as well as to mine? 


Miss Matsui: Yes, my people want peace—an equal peace with no one 
country dominating or oppressing the other. That is why I support 
an American embargo on shipping war materials to Japan. I wish that 
America would help us. Embargo on war materials to the Japanese 
army would shorten this terrible war, and help to attain the happy 
end of peace. 


Miss Koo: Yes, the embargo would not only cripple but bring the war to a 
standstill. It is a critical moment now, when the offensives have stopped 
and the internal economic situation of Japan is so weak. 


Miss Matsui: The sooner America helps us by placing an embargo the 
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happier I will be. Because of my stand it will be impossible for me 
to go back to Japan until the war is over. But my country lives in my 
heart. I hope the war will soon be over, and a liberal government will 
be established so that I and my people can live in freedom. I know 
the time will come when my people join hands with yours and 
China and Japan will live peacefully. 


Miss Koo: You want for your people a chance for development without 
the burden of war. I, too, want for my people this same chance. As soon 
as real peace comes China will be able to begin her reconstruction, 
extend her educational program, and develop her already growing 
industries. America has been considered a friend of China’s in this 
struggle, in her feelings. I am glad that you have pointed out that if she 
opposes the militarists of Japan by refusing to sell them war materials, 
the United States is also being a friend of the Japanese people. 


Miss Matsui: I wanted to point this out because I feel it very deeply. 


Miss Koo: Your point of view is an inspiration to us, Miss Matsui. Your 
book, “Restless Wave,” I know will help to bring an understanding 
between the peoples of both our countries and America. It carries a 
rare message because that message has never before had a voice. 


To produce the rose the gardener must feed the root of the rose, the 
blind instinctive dark-loving root. I would not oversimplify with this par- 
able the mysteries of the relationship between the flower of Christian char- 
acter and the soil of human nature in which it grows. It may suggest how- 
ever the possibility of a temporary identification of interest between the 
darkly burrowing root of commercial or national or group striving and the 
defence of children from wanton murder and debauchery. The protection 
of Chinese children and the flower of Chinese culture is identified at the 
present moment with the protection of our own children and our own 
culture. Let us not be afraid to make this identification and to act upon it. 
Let us not be ashamed. Help the Chinese who at the present moment 
defend with their bodies our American shores and build in the heart of 
Asia a reincarnation of the American dream! rach 
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OUR DOMESTIC MUNICH 


By HENRY TAYLOR 


WELVE large oil companies that 

combined to boost and monop- 
olize prices in the Middle West are 
convicted of violating the Sherman 
Anti-Trust Act. These billion dol- 
lar corporations are fined a few thou- 
sand dollars and allowed to go forth 
and sin some more. At the same time 
members of the Fur and Leather 
Workers’ Union, convicted under 
the same law, not on charges of rais- 
ing prices, not on charges of racket- 
eering, but allegedly, for having 
asked their members not to work 
skins dressed by a firm against 
whom the fur dyers were striking, 
have been given maximum jail 
sentences and stiff fines. 

The surgeon general of the United 
States announces that 40 per cent of 
the American people are affected by 
a mild form of starvation. Yet, the 
“ten-cent-an-hour” bloc in Congress 
almost succeeds in emasculating the 
Wage-Hour Act to affect some five 
million of the poorest paid workers 
in the country. 

The Supreme Court approves the 
Wagner Act and in one year (1938) 
industry sees a 48 per cent drop in 
labor strife and a 71 per cent drop 
in the man days lost as a result of 


—The old alternative, profits or people. 


such strife. A definite aid to indus- 
try. Now, with two hundred and 
fifty large corporations reporting a 
50 per cent increase in profits for the 
first three months of this year, these 
same industries are sponsoring an 
attack on the Wagner Act. 

78,000 jobs are wiped out by ma- 
chine loaders in coal mines, and 
technological improvements haye re- 
sulted in corresponding job losses 
in other industries so that the 10,- 
000,000 unemployed today are 
doomed to starvation. Yet, the WPA 
budget is slashed and 600,000 pink 
slips are now being distributed 
among the relief workers. 

What does this mean? 

Americans who have been strain- 
ing their eyes across the Atlantic 
might do well to examine their own 
house. 

Liberals congratulate themselves 
that the amendments to the Wages 
and Hours Act have been shelved 
till the next session of Congress and 
that the “ten-cent-an-hour” bloc has 
been defeated. 

But has it? Not at all. There were 
two bills amending the Wages and 
Hours Act on the floor, the Barden 
bill and the Norton bill. The Barden 
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bill was sponsored by the reaction- 
aries. The Norton bill sponsored by 
the administration. The difference 
between them, at first, was not very 
great. The administration’s Norton 
bill was only less reactionary than 
the other. But why did the admin- 
istration offer a counter measure in 
the first place? The Wages and 
Hours bill wasn’t too liberal. It 
guaranteed a 30 cent an hour mini- 
mum wage to 14,500,000 low paid 
workers. And very little was done 
32,000 com- 
plaints piled in since the law went 
into effect on October 24, 1938. Up 
to Feb. 15, 1940, only 1,843 com- 
plaints were adjusted. Why? Be- 
cause it costs money to enforce a 
bill and Congress would not allow 
the board more than $3,254,000 for 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1940. 
In effect, the law, as it stands, means 


about enforcing it. 


little since it cannot be effectively 
enforced. 

Why, then, did the administra- 
tion offer a counter measure? 

Appeasement. 

With a smoke screen on the ball 
field it was easy for the adminis- 
tration to say “you strike out and 
we'll let you steal a base.” “Let us 
defeat your bill with one of ours 
and then you will not have to 
throttle the act by refusing funds 
since that is less effective.” 
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The question might well be 
asked: “Why then was the Norton 
bill defeated?” The answer is not 
hard. The having 
gotten one base, tried to steal an- 
other by burdening the Norton bill 
with amendments even more restric- 
tive than the Barden bill. This was 
a little too much, After all, it was 
near election time and the solid 
South wouldn’t remain very solid if 


reactionaries, 


its cannery workers and its tobacco 
workers and its packing house 
workers had their pay cut to ten 
cents an hour. And besides, organ- 
ized labor itself was beginning to 
exert a powerful amount of pres- 
sure. The bill was sent back to com- 
mittee till next January when the 
office holders safe in their 
saddles. 

Now let us turn to the Wagner 
Act. The decision on the NLRA 
amendments may be out by the time 
this article is in print. What it will 
be we can’t say. But we can point 


are 


out a very interesting fact. The legis- 
lative procedure on the NLRA is 
exactly the same as that of the 
Wages and Hours Act. The Smith 
Committee made an investigation. 
Testimony was heard—much of it 
biased and half true. A majority 
report was written. The newspapers 
splashed it all over their front pages 
and somewhere on page thirty-two 
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the minority report was mentioned 
—not printed. Then the Smith 
Committee came out with its recom- 
mendations—amendments to suit 
the big business sponsors of the 
committee. 

Forthwith, Rep. Norton of the 
House Labor Committee proposed 
a counter measure. And that, like 
the Wages and Hours amendments, 
was less reactionary than the Smith 
amendments. But dangerous never- 
theless. For the Norton amendments 
to the Wagner Act call for a five 
man governing board instead of the 
present three. This, as the New York 
Times Editorial of March 14 puts 
it, would provide “two colleagues 
with whom he (Wm. M. Leiser- 
son, chairman) would work to make 
necessary changes in administra- 
tion, procedure and personnel.” 

And what would those changes 
be? You will remember that Leiser- 
son was elevated to the most impor- 
tant post on the board after big busi- 
ness attacked the NLRB last year as 
being pro-labor. Since the people 
would not stand for the dismissal of 
the entire “pro-labor” board of 
three, Roosevelt got rid of the chair- 
man and elevated 'Leiserson. But that 
still meant a two to one majority. 
Add two more reactionaries then 
and you have a three to two major- 
ity that would not be pro-labor. 
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Testimony before the Smith Com- 
mittee itself revealed that little bias 
existed, but that didn’t matter. 
Wasn’t the administration amen- 
able to the choice of Rep. Smith as 
umpire in this ball game? 

Another dangerous amendment 
favors the erection of craft set-ups 
in industrial union plants. At pres- 
ent, the Labor Relations Board uses 
its own descretion on this matter 
and had permitted certain craft 
groups to be set up wherever they 
deemed it advisable. The Norton 
amendment would favor such action 
and destroy the CIO and all indus- 
trial union groups. 

A third dangerous Norton amend- 
ment would give the employer the 
“right” to call for an election when- 
ever he wants one. At present the 
Board has used its descretion in that 
matter. If amended, the law would 
permit an employer to call for an 
election at the least hint of an organ- 
izing drive and intimidate his work- 
ers before unionization was even 
under way. 

Although we cannot predict what 
will happen (it may already be a 
reality when this article is printed) 
we can ask a few questions. 

Why did the administration find 
it necessary to give in to big busi- 
ness? Why had the House Appro- 
priations Committee recommended 
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a budget cut of $337,000 on the 
grounds that the Board is over- 
staffed when in reality it is under- 
staffed? 

There was a time when Mr. 
Roosevelt answered his critics pretty 
vigorously. Why not now? Or does 
he think the attacks on labor are 
justified? Passage of the Wagner 
Act amendments would seriously 
cripple labor organization. Is it pos- 
sible that the President finds labor 


in his way? 


Christian 


Dies, Labor, and the 
_ Front 


Why has Roosevelt and his ad- 
ministration permitted the con- 
tinuation of the Dies Committee to 
attack labor? The Dies Committee 
was formed by Congress to investi- 
gate un-American activities. This 
should include an investigation of 
the Christian Front, the Silver 
Shirts, the K.K.K. and other fascist 
organizations in the country. Has 
Mr. Dies done so? He got a few 
fascist minded underlings (not 
Father Coughlin or Father Cough- 
lin’s big business sponsors) on the 
witness stand, asked the right kind 
of questions and gave them a clean 
bill of health. The time consumed 
in investigating the fascist organ- 
izations totalled a few weeks at the 
most. But Mr. Dies has been going 
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on for two years. What has he been 
investigating all this time? 

His answer is prompt. “Commu- 
nism.” 

But what does Mr. Dies mean by 
Communism? 

Dies has gotten some awfully 
shady characters to swear the CIO 
is red, that Lewis was a red, that 
Harry Bridges is a red (though the 
U. S. Dept. of Labor wasted a for- 
tune trying to prove it), that Michael 
J. Quill of the Transport Workers’ 
Union is a red. In short, the whole 
progressive labor movement is red 
and a revolution is imminent. 

Still, the Christian Front, which 
received Dies’ clean bill of health, is 
now under indictment for stealing 
government munitions for the pur- 
pose of overthrowing our Democ- 
racy and forming a fascist state. 

Interestingly enough the defense 
of the Christian Front plotters is 
that they were preparing for counter 
measures to be taken after a “com- 
munist Revolution” would take 
place. But, some witnesses testified, 
since no “revolution” seemed to be 
at hand, they decided to provoke 
“disorder” themselves by bombing 
the buildings of the Daily Worker 
and the pro-Roosevelt Jewish Daily 
Forward in New York and the 
assassination of several congressmen 


in Washington. 
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These “plots” which the Christian 
Front has hatched have been pinned 
on the trade unions by the Dies 
Committee. 

According to Dies, the American 
Communication Association, CIO, 
is controlled by Communists who are 
preparing to tie up the communica- 
tions system during a “revolution.” 

According to Dies, the Transport 
Workers’ Union in New York is 
preparing to tie up all subway, 
trolley and bus lines in the country. 

But when Michael J. Quill, its 
president, demanded the right to 
answer Dies, he was ejected after a 
few minutes of testimony and the 
Committee was adjourned indefi- 
nitely. Is it possible that Mr. Dies 
is afraid that Quill will prove con- 
clusively that the chief witness for 
the Committee, Thomas H. O’Shea, 
really was a “stoolpigeon for the 
bosses” who had plotted “sabotage 
on the subways” to provoke disorder 
as Quill accused? 

Now it may be possible that 
Roosevelt has no control over the 
Dies Committee. But if Roosevelt 
cannot control Dies he certainly has 
control of the Attorney General’s 
office. And that office has been a 
close runner up to the Dies Com- 
mittee recently. 

Why has Attorney General Jack- 
son seen fit to dismiss the charges 
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against J. Edgar Hoover for his 
midnight raid on sixteen Detroit 
residents who had once aided the 
Spanish Republic? 

Senator Norris found this viola- 
tion of civil rights so dangerous that 
he demanded an investigation. And 
when the report was submitted by 
Attorney General Jackson, Norris 
flatly rejected it. 

“Tt is not in accordance with the 
fact,” he declared. “These persons 
were not criminals. Yet, they were 
chained, denied access to their at- 
torneys and deprived of their rights 
as American citizens.” 

But if Mr. Roosevelt’s support of 
the F.B.I. and the Dies Committee 
is bad, his approval of the anti- 
trust procedure against the trade 
unions is even worse. 

The newspaper headlines have 
sensationalized the indictments of 
certain unions whose leaders are 
racketeers and convicted criminals. 
Here are some facts that have not 
been given adequate mention in the 
press. 

The International Fur and Leather 
Workers of America, CIO, is a pro- 
gressive union. Its leaders were the 
only persons courageous enough to 
accuse and testify against the Lepke- 
Gurrah gang that had bled the 
public of almost a billion dollars 
worth of graft during its existence. 
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Obviously these union leaders could 
not be convicted on a charge of 
racketeering. 

So they were convicted of violat- 
ing the Sherman Anti-Trust Act on 
an indictment that was six years old. 
Four of the leaders were given one 
year in jail and fined as high as 
$2,500. Six other leaders received six 
months in jail. The charge was that 
the union issued a leaflet in New 
York several years ago, urging its 
members not to work skins that 
were dressed by Hollander, a fur 
dying concern whose New Jersey 
unit was on strike. 

In the course of the trial a wit- 
ness for the government got up on 
the stand and before he could be 
questioned by the prosecution de- 
clared: “I wish to make a state- 
ment,” and then proclaimed to the 
jury that he had been coached for 
hours by the government lawyers 
to get the right slant. 

The witness was removed and 
thrown into jail and the judge threat- 
ened him with a perjury trial al- 
though, legally, he had not per- 
jured himself because he made his 
statement before he testified. This 
threat against the witness served to 
intimidate all the other witnesses. 

After the trial was over the union 
secured a copy of a letter sent a year 
ago by Harry D. Glicksman, at 


June-July 


torney for the Independent Fur 
Manufacturers’ Association, to Mor- 
ris Ladenheim, 
chairman. In this letter the lawyer 
states that the Assistant Attorney 
Generals McGovern and Hender- 
son of the anti-trust division in New 
York would bring the union to trial. 
And, says the lawyer for the manu- 
facturers’ association: 

“The Attorney General feels cer- 
tain of a conviction against Gold 
(president of the union) and others 
and that this will be sufficient pres- 
sure to force the union to give us 
the agreement we seek.” 

It is significant that the letter ends 
up with the statement that the Na- 
tional Association of Manufacturers 
is “very much interested in the 
situation and will give us whatever 
aid we require in our fight.” 


the association’s 


Another group of unions under 
indictment on violation of the Sher- 
man act is the building trades. The 
charge is that the building trades 
have conspired to monopolize the 
cost of buildings so that trade is 
restrained. 

The real violators of the anti- 
trust act are the building materials 
trust, the steel, cement, lumber, 
electrical equipment distributors. 
The charge has been advanced that 
the building of small dwellings has 
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been retarded by the high cost of 
labor. 

But, declared the Wall Street 
Journal, Jan. 29, 1940, the costs of 
small houses are going up due to 
high prices in building materials! 
“Labor costs, which account for 
about one third the cost of such 
houses, were still declining through 
November,” said this Wall Street 
spokesman. 

Where is there a restraint of 
trade? The U. S. Bureau of Labor 
statistics declared, Dec., 1939, that 
the average hourly earnings in 
July of last year was 92 cents in the 
building trades. The building con- 
tractors point to the $14 a day union 
plasterers receive and say “See, that’s 
why there is no building going on. 
We are being bled by the ‘racket- 
eers.’”” What the contractor fails to 
mention is that common laborers far 
outnumber the highly skilled plas- 
terer and that the building trades 
worker is employed on an average 
of 160 days a year with a maximum 
of 200 days per year. 

One can list innumerable statis- 
tics for the electrical workers, the 
teamsters, and any other trade union 
that might be indicted on an act that 
was passed to protect the public— 
not against trade unions but against 
monopolies like the twelve oil and 
gas companies in the Middle West. 
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And looking at the foregoing 
facts one might very well ask: 
“What is this all leading to?” 

The answer is WAR. 

John L. Lewis has broken with 
President Roosevelt over the ques- 
tions of peace, prosperity and social 
security. The newspapers made a 
big fuss over the few unions that 
voted to support FDR and a third 
term. They did not give adequate 
coverage to the number of unions, 
both AFL and CIO, who have taken 
a stand against FDR. 

The newspapers as a whole have 
not been too eager to feature John 
L. Lewis this year. He is going 
about quietly forming a third party 
to be thrown into the field if Roose- 
velt and the Democratic Party 
refuses to go back to the original 
principles of the New Deal. This is 
not going to be the old populist 
movement and the Wisconsin Pro- 
gressive movement that had its base 
among one section of the people. 
For the first time in American his- 
tory there is a third party move- 
ment afoot that will have its base 
among the organized workers, the 
farmers, the unemployed and the 
Negroes. 

Labor knows that unless the un- 
employed have adequate relief and 
WPA this country cannot have a 
stable economy. That’s why the CIO 
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supports the Workers’ Alliance for ments to the Wagner Act and the 
$3,000,000,000 for 3,000,000 WPA Wages and Hours Act and the Anti- 
jobs. Labor wants adequate safe- Trust persecution. That is the rea- 
guard for their organizations. That’s son it is fighting against a Domestic 
why it is fighting against the amend- Munich. 
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Our enemy 1s idolatry. Our enemy 1s not race but race idolatry, not 
creed but creed idolatry, not church but church idolatry, national idolatry, 
ideological idolatry. And the idolatry of those who merely oppose these con- 
cepts. Both the idolatry of ism and of anti-ism. The presence of isms means 
growth. The worship of isms means death. The fear of isms means petri- 
faction. Democracy lives on isms, the more the better, because life is a com- 
promise of infinite isms. We must let them up out of the cellar, let them 
contend in the open. Columbus Circle 1s too small for them. We must give 
them room. We must not merely tolerate them. We must encourage them! 
We must trust the people. That’s democracy. That is religion. We must fight, 
not merely for toleration of free speech. We must begin a campaign which 
will say: Tolerance is not enough. We demand a nation-wide recognition of 
the fact that popular debate should be actively encouraged. 

Therefore our serious concern as churchmen must be with all this 
drawing of curtains and locking of doors against imaginary bugaboos while, 
under cover of the darkness and fear, the monsters of race persecution and 
greed and reaction crawl out and attack everything we hold dear and 
precious, threaten poverty and even coldly plan the massacre of what they call 
surplus-population in a war which they will call a holy war and which they 
will accompany with words and phrases torn from our holy books. 

People have said, and have said truly: America ts not Russia. People 
have said, and it 1s the underlying conviction of all we attempt to do: 
Religion in America (or rather the profession of religion in America) is not 
identified with reaction as it was in Russia. We must prove the truth of that 
saying. 
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By GEORGE H. WILLIAMS—A Study in the Theology of Paul Tillich. 


IBERAL ministers who are puzzled 

by the strange turn of temper 
_and by the more commonly experi- 
enced indifference concerning reli- 
gion among the youth of liberal 
families will find instruction in a 
very peculiar way from the writings 
of Paul Tillich, in which he pro- 
pounds his theol- 


enthusiasm for Universalism. Simi- 
larly as long as Orthodoxy was Fun- 
damentalist, Unitarianism appealed 
to the free-thinkers of all denomina- 
tions who came over with the en- 
thusiasm of joyful converts, but 
now that modernism characterizes 
the urban churches of most denomi- 

nations the origi- 


ogy of paradox. 
|While  Tillich 
— does not deal with 
our problem di- 
rectly, his thought 
may be readily ap- 
plied to the prob- 
~ lem of the genera- 
| tions within our 
denomina- 
tional life and to 


Of all religions Christianity 1s 
perhaps the most paradoxical. 
Indeed, basic to it is the Hebrew- 
Hellenic conflict which has ever 
made for spiritual vitality. When- 
ever the contrast has been 
ignored, the resulting one-sided- 
ness has sooner or later ridden to 
its fall, to be corrected perhaps on 
the other side by an even greater 
CXCESS. 


nal appeal of Uni- 
tarian rationalism 
in religion has 
ebbed. The at- 
traction of a de- 
nomination that 
demands no creed 
disappears when 
denomina- 
tional creeds are 
all around falling 


the whole prob- 
lem of a vital faith. 

Religious life, like all life, is sus- 
tained, according to Tillich, by ten- 
sion between opposites. As long as 
there prevailed a vivid picture of 
Hell in the imagination of the fron- 
tiersman, the teaching of universal 
salvation enjoyed a widespread ap- 
peal, but with the general decline of 
apprehension concerning eternal tor- 
ment came also a subsidence in the 


into desuetude. 

The principle of contrast explains 
much of the movement in the history 
of religion as a whole. A tension be- 
tween opposites has always been 
characteristic of vital religion: the 
tension between the negative and the 
positive, the fatherly and the mother- 
ly, the wrathful and the merciful, 
the sinful and the gracious. The one 
can be known only in contrast with 
its opposite. Religion thrives on this 
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tension. Of all religions Christian- 
ity is perhaps the most paradoxical. 
Indeed, basic to it is the Hebrew- 
Hellenic conflict which has ever 
made for spiritual vitality. When- 
ever the contrast has been ignored, 
the resulting one-sidedness has 
sooner or later ridden to its fall, to 
be corrected perhaps on the other 
side by an even greater excess. But 
it is in the maintenance of the para- 
doxical that reli- 
gion remains 
vigorous. When 
the prophets de- 
clared that God re- 
quires only the 
contrite heart and 
not sacrifice else 
would they give 
it, they spoke in 
the terms of sacra- 
mental religion. 
What doth the Lord require of 
thee but to do justly and to walk 
humbly with thy God? These words 
were meaningful to the Jews who 
felt oppressed by the sacramental 
system. Nevertheless, they presumed 
that system; and religion, as long as 
it is vital, instinctively manages to 
retain something of the priestly with- 
out which the prophetic is empty 
and formless. 

Related to the tension between the 
priestly and the prophetic is the ten- 
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The Lamb of God was in effect 
the symbol of the great discovery 
or disclosure that sacrifice was no 
longer necessary. We today for 
whom the offering up of sacri- 
fices is not even a faint memory, 
find the image of the Lamb un- 
usable, to say the least, but the 
religious reality of which it was 
the symbol should not escape us. 


sion between justice, the law, and 
God’s wrath on the one side and loy- 
ingkindness and mercy on the other. 
The one presumes the other. When 
Jesus preached the gospel of love he 
assumed familiarity and respect for 
the Jewish Law. He said himself that 
he came to fulfil the Law, not to 
destroy it; and the instinct of the 
Church in retaining that which em- 
bodied the foil for his teaching, 
namely, the Old 
Testament, 
sound. The reli- 
gious man can 
know God’s love 
and mercy only 
after he has 
known _ God’s 
Law, His exac- 
tions, and His 
wrath. 

Similarly when 
Paul exultantly proclaimed that the 
Good News is no other than the for- 


giveness of sins for all who are re- 


was 


pentant and believe in Christ’s sacri- 
fice, he felt the joy of liberation. This 
religious joy must be understood 
against the background of a century- 
long conviction of the necessity of the 
Law and ceremonial works. Paul, the 
despairing and sin-conscious legalist, 
grasped at length and was himself 
grasped by the salvatory revelation 
of Christ’s sacrifice. Moreover, the 
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blithe and joyful designation of 
Christ as the Lamb of God can be 
understood in its original power and 
depth only by seeing it in contrast 
with what had gone before. The 
Lamb of God was in effect the 
symbol of the great discovery or 
disclosure that sacrifice was no 
longer necessary. We today for 
whom the offering up of sacrifices 
is not even a faint memory, find the 
image of the Lamb unusable, to say 
the least, but the religious reality of 
which it was the symbol should not 
escape us. The fact that the early 
Christians felt vaguely, despite the 
Good News concerning the efficacy 
of simple faith, that they must retain 
the Jewish Law in the background is 
evidenced, insofar as they were Jew- 
ish, by their retention of much that 
was Jewish morality inherited from 
the Law and by their cultivation of 
it, insofar as they had been originally 
pagans. We know from Paul’s letters 
to his non-Jewish converts that with- 
out the ballast of the Jewish Law 
they often became even flagrantly 
antinomian, for the Christian reli- 
gion of faith could be at best only 
partially grasped without the back- 
ground of the Law. 

So it was that Christianity, on be- 
coming the religion of the Gentile 
world, was obliged to fashion first 
of all an orderly world. The Catholic 
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hierarchy and Catholic sacramental- 
ism represent the historical response 
to this need. And thus it was that 
by the time of Luther the Catholic 
system had completed itself. Indeed 
it had become orderly and over- 
organized to a fault and hence op- 
pressive as had Judaism in the days 
of Jesus. It was an example of the 
harmful excess of emphasizing only 
one side of religion. Luther’s out- 
burst against the sacramental system 
is comparable to that of Jesus and 
Paul over against legalistic Judaism. 
And like them Luther cannot be 
understood without this contrast 
vividly in mind, for his was the 
religious joy of a devout and con- 
scientious, but ever dissatisfied, 
monk who was at last delivered 
from the bondage of works. But 
he still thought in terms of works. 
Just as the Christian pagans and 
Jews spoke of Jesus in the terms of 
animal sacrifice which they had 
transcended, so Luther spoke in 
terms of the penitential system 
which he had transcended through 
faith. But Luther’s thunderous No 
to the “law” of sacrament, which 
may be isolated as the Protestant 
principle, did not long endure. For 
when his followers were freed from 
the Roman Church, they slavishly 
attached themselves to a new “law,” 
whether it was the Bible, personal 
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experience, or the writings of Luther 
himself. Hence, much of that which 
is today based upon Luther is not 
peculiarly Protestant. According to 
Tillich, Lutheranism became 
Melanchthonism, that is to say, Prot- 
estantism (whose spirit was protest 
in the sense of denying the possibil- 
ity of man’s ever having God in his 
grasp intellectually or sacramen- 
tally) settled down by necessity to 
the task of fashioning a church in 
which its truth could be expounded. 
But in effect the 
Protestant Church 
tended to become 
a little and often 


contrast to the 
Catholic, 
a much less beau- 
tiful and less effec- 
tive Catholic 
Church, as authoritarian and self- 
absolutizing as that against which 
it had risen up in righteous indig- 
nation. Much as the first Roman 
churches were ugly structures made 
out of the broken parts of ruined 
pagan temples, so was the early 
Protestant Church as soon as its 
prophetic spirit left it, for then it 
was required to put together a 
church out of the larger fragments 


that still remained from _ their 
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The “Protestant” approach, in 


holds 
dynamic and deeper than the 
reaches of reason. 
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frenzied destruction of the sacra- 
mental church. 

From the foregoing generaliza- 
tion concerning the relation between 
the prophetic and the priestly in the 
history of religion it is apparent that 
both are essential. We are sometimes 
inclined to consider the prophetic 
and the merciful elements as the 
fundamentally religious ones, hold- 
ing before our view the classical 
prophets and the Sermon on the 
Mount. But the pilgrimages to 

Zion, the psalms 
the Temple, 
and obedience to 
the Law of God 
are equally funda- 
mental. The fact 
is that each is sus- 
ceptible of worthless and even de- 
in their 


in 
humanist and 


God to be 


structive excesses. It is 
dynamic union and interaction that 
religion is powerful and deep. 
Throughout the life of religion 
there must be, in view of the 
dynamic nature of God,? an alterna- 
tion between that outburst of grace 
which is prophecy thundering divine 
negation and that suffusion or real- 
ization of grace which is priestly 
and healing, proclaiming a tri- 
umphant and celebrative Yea over 


* Luther, it must be remembered, by no means confined himself to the Bible and he used 
the Bible itself very freely, regarding that as Scriptural which “drives” Christ into a man. 

? Tillich’s God is not the static unmoved mover of the Greeks but the dynamic Lord 
God of Hosts and the Providence of history known by the Hebrews. 
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man’s life and draping itself in reli- 
gious forms like the cultus and the 
law. 

Tillich thus distinguishes between 
_ two kinds of grace: between the 
_ warm, healing, sustaining, chthonic 
_ forces which are impounded by 
| sacramentalism and the challenging, 
destructive-creative forces that are 
| manifest in prophecy. He associates 
the former with the motherly ele- 
ment in the world and the latter 
with the fatherly element. Catholi- 
_ cism, absorbing and_ transforming 
the folk culture 
of whatever land 
it becomes estab- 
lished in, is full of 
this sacramental, 
motherly sub- 
stance that heals. 
Protestantism insofar as it is true to 


“Protestantism” 


its principle is prophetic. Unfortu- 
_ nately, however, Protestantism has 
tended to lose its prophetic direc- 
tion and has moreover been so 
stripped by the righteously zealous 
Reformers, notably Zwingli and 
Calvin, that it can only provide a 
comparatively small amount of the 
binding substance which our world 
so desperately needs. Whence it is 
that many despairing ones pass over 
to the Catholic Church even though 
the Church does almost nothing 
about the social and cultural prob- 
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Eternal One that moves while 
Catholicism and classicism seek 
to distinguish a static One in the 
flux of the many. 


71 


lems of the day. Tillich believes that 
both the priestly and the prophetic 
forms of grace are necessary for a 
God-mindful, as he says, theono- 
mous society. Today, however, there 
is grave danger that Christianity 
will be sloughed off by society be- 
cause society will despair of an insti- 
tution that is not concerned with its 
problems. And yet should the 
Church go, with it would perish its 
vital store of that warm, sacra- 
mental, healing grace without which 
no enduring community can de- 
velop. Nor is 
Protestantism, de- 
nuded as it 
entirely lacking in 
the sacramental 
and binding grace. 
It still bears 
within itself some of the healing 


quests for the 
is, 


principle which it should endeavor 
to collect. 

A secular prophetic upthrust will 
be only bitter, savage, and hard, re- 
sorting finally to a hollow political 
sacramentalism. Tillich cites as ex- 
amples Communism and Nazism. 

In analysing the relationship be- 
tween the priestly and prophetic 
Tillich shows, however, not only 
that the two alternate and set each 
other off, but also that these two 
expressions of grace correspond to 
two moods of civilization—the static 
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and the dynamic. Like many other 
theological and philosophical think- 
ers today, Tillich distinguishes cul- 
tural traditions which are time-con- 
and those which are 
space-minded. The Hebrews repre- 
sent the former pre-eminently; the 
Greeks exemplify the latter. Chris- 
tianity is in the fortunate position 
of being heir to both. Space cultures 
are bound to the land which becomes 
hallowed. Blood, soil, and race play 
a prominent réle. In the religion of 
such cultures the priestly element 
predominates, for these cultures pos- 
sess no true conception of history. 
The Greeks, for example, had their 
chronicles but no “eventful” philos- 
ophy of history.t History occurs in 
cycles which, like the seasons, come 
and go only to return. Most cultures 
tend to be space-minded during the 
major portion of their duration. 
Jewish culture, however, in its form- 
ative period constituted a notable 
departure from space-bound, land- 
bound thinking for the Jews and 
their ancestors, the Hebrews, have 
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tached from the soil. In their forma- 
tive period they were a people bound 
together by a Covenant to God and 
not by blood ties. They have been 
nomads, sojourners in the land, city 
dwellers, exiles, and world wan- 
derers, seldom established long 
enough in one place to acquire an 
attachment to a particular locality 
and hence to become space-conscious. 
Indeed, whenever they have tended 
in this direction their prophetic 
blood has stirred, and at least some 
of their number have risen as 
prophets to shake the others out of 
their quiescence or complacence. 
Abraham led his family out of Ur, 
Moses led the tribes out of Egypt, 
the Josian reformers denounced the 
veneration at local shrines, and his- 
tory destroyed thrice even. the cen- 
tral shrine at Jerusalem, until finally 
the Jews became a history-conscious 
people, seeing the hand of the Al- 
mighty in the rise and decline of 
civilizations.? In this dynamic con- 
ception of God and time, the Eter- 
nal is thought of as breaking into 
history, but elusively, so that God 


always been characteristically de- 


*Tillich distinguishes between Geschichte, in which something new and truly eventful 
geschieht, and Historie in which there is no conception of the eventfulness. 


* Tillich remarks, however, that Judaism today shows a tendency to become space-bound, 
first through its espousal of Zionism and the return to a holy land and secondly through 
its loss of socially and prophetically-minded Jews (that is to say, the time-conscious or 
history-minded Jews) to the cause of Communism and hence their‘ removal from the 
Jewish religious community. The fate of the remaining Jews has been to become space- 
minded to their own disadvantage through being forced by an actively or potentially 
hostile Gentile environment to stress sacramentalism and to enforce racialism. 
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can be pointed to only in his mighty 
works like the escape from Egypt 
and the giving of the Law. Judaism 
has always tried to resist the attempt 
to objectify God; it has been savage 
in its attack on graven images, for 
it has grasped the inexhaustibility 
of God who moves in mysterious 
ways, rocking and shaking history 
by His decrees. 

In the dynamic understanding of 
God and history, first vouchsafed 
to the Hebrews, 
Tillich sees exist- 
ence torn from 
out its spatial 
bondage and 
given an irrevers- 
ible direction 
which results in 
the intensification 
of existence, for time thus presents 
potentialities or tensions between 
what is and what might be, so that 
through the exercise of free choice 


forms. 


something new can be brought forth. 
That is to say, man is fated to be 
what and where he is, yet time 
holds him in a tension between this 
necessity and the potentiality of exer- 
cising free choice to loosen the ten- 
sion in a creative direction, with 
the result that something truly event- 
ful occurs. Being is thus made mean- 
ingful through the creation of the 
new. Space-thinking, in contrast, 


The truly Protestant position, cor- 
rected in the light of history, 1s, 
according to Tillich, that grace can be 
appears in forms although it can 
never be capsuled or enclosed in 
forms. By its nature it transcends 
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fails to recognize the possibilities 
inherent in time, so that a completely 
sacramental society merely unfolds, 
it never makes saltations. Conse- 
quently, in its cumbersome unfold- 
ing whole sections of a society may 
be blindly rolled upon and crushed, 
and yet this destruction will be de- 
fended sacramentally, that is, the 
priests will deplore the plight and 
yet maintain that it must be for so 
it has always been. It is the prophet 
who rises up and 
diecla res) that 
something new 
created 
which will pre- 
serve and yet cor- 
rect the religion- 
camlitu riegrbhe 
prophet is im- 
pelled by the realization that the 
Eternal breaks through sometimes 
even to destroy, in order to create 
new forms. In the prophetic sense 
of time there prevails no simple con- 
trast between the Eternal and time, 
for the prophet views the Eternal as 
significant in time and not above 
time. The Eternal is the bearer of 
time. Thus all time, past, present, 
and future, has a transcendent refer- 
ence, of which, however, only the 
prophetically-minded are keenly con- 
scious. All moments of time are alike 
significant and insignificant; they 
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are all borne and shattered by the 
Eternal. Accordingly there is in time- 
thinking or, theologically expressed, 
in eschatological thinking, the hope 
that through being shattered by the 
Almighty, society may assume God- 
mindful or God-filled forms and 
thereby become a more nearly per- 
fect symbol of Eternity. 

A society is especially in need of 
the prophetic voice and vision when 
history passes into a crisis. An his- 
torical situation contains the poten- 
tiality of signifi- 
cant mutation, 
that is to say it 
is dialectic, when 
it produces within 
itself from inner 
structural 
sity,  contradic- 
tions which can lead, with the aid 
of human decision, to some new 


neces- 


situation in which the contradictions 
can be resolved. Freedom and neces- 
sity are thus the warp and woof of 
man’s decision. If man does not 
accept the responsibility, the decree 
or demand remains unfulfilled, and 
things begin again from the begin- 
ning to arrive at the same goal, while 
the tendencies or potentialities pro- 
vided by the historical process re- 
main unused. Whoever destroys this 
union between dialectic necessity and 
human freedom, misses the import 
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His is the prophetic proclamation 
that the hour cometh and now 1s 
when Christianity and socialism 
must each grasp the significance 
of the other and, joining forces, 
give meaning to our time. 
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of our historical existence. This, 
however, is precisely what space- 
thinking fails to grasp. 

We turn from our consideration 
of the relation between space-think- 
ing and time-thinking in respect to 
the two cultures which have entered 
into the Christian tradition, to work 
out some of the implications for reli- 
gious knowledge. Within the Chris- 
tian development Tillich distinguish- 
es three fundamental approaches, two 
of which are not dynamic, in other 
they are 
more under the 
influences of 
Greece than of 
Palestine. The 
medieval Catholic 
way holds the 
Object of the reli- 
gious quest to be not only static but 
also superrational. God is the Super- 
natural who vouchsafes to man 
through revelation the materials 
which he is then free to work over 
and systematize by means of reason. 
There is secondly the classical, hu- 
manist approach which likewise 
holds its Object or Absolute to be 
static. The humanist approach differs 
from the Catholic, however, in re- 
garding the Absolute as accessible 
to reason without any form of revela- 
tion, grace, or intuition. The human- 
ist regards his own vantage point as 
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absolute and assumes that God 
can be conceived as the highest syn- 
thesis of human thought, the Ideal. 
Both of these static approaches tend 
to deny that knowledge is in time. 
Thirdly there is the approach which 
Tillich himself follows as a result of 
his dynamic time-consciousness, and 
for which he appropriates the desig- 
nation “Protestant,” because Luther 
made such distinguished use of it.t 
The “Protestant” approach, in con- 
trast to the humanist and Catholic, 
holds God to be dynamic and deeper 
than the reaches of reason. Like the 
Catholic, however, the “Protestant” 
recognizes that God is beyond rea- 
son, not however as the Supernat- 
ural but as the Paradoxical. The 
“Protestant” epistemology, accord- 
ing to Tillich, recognizes that man’s 
knowledge must be ever limited by 
his historical situation, by his place 
in time. Man can never behold the 
truth shimmering in an Above or 
Beyond apart from historical exigen- 
cies. It is therefore presumptuous 
to assume, as do classicism and 
Catholicism, that man can think 
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timelessly. At most it may be vouch- 
safed to him to glimpse the Tran- 
scendent in time. Tillich denotes the 
gulf between the dynamic tradition 
in theology and philosophy as over 
against the two static traditions, 
along with their mystical variants,” 
by fashioning the concept of Kairos 
and setting it over against Logos. 
Logos is the concept of the Eter- 
nal Truth for which both Catholic 
and classicist philosopher seek. 
Kairos, which is not exactly a co- 
ordinate term, is the fulness of time 
which demands decision for or 
against the Eternal. The quest of the 
dynamic tradition in terms of the 
static traditions is thus to grasp the 
Logos in Kairos. “Protestantism” 
quests for the Eternal One that 
moves while Catholicism and classi- 
cism seek to distinguish a static One 
in the flux of the many. 

Tillich asserts that the “Prot- 
estant” position is a peripheral posi- 
tion. That is to say, the dynamic 
thinker is the one who finds himself 
on the frontier in contrast to the 


center. The humanist and the 


*TIn this powerful, though slender, tradition are to be found in addition to Luther and 
the prophets, also Duns Scotus, Boehme, and later Schelling. 

* Both Catholicism and classicism or humanism can have their mystical forms. 

* Tillich himself is-preeminently a “Protestant,” for he stands or has stood on many 
borders; between country and city; between pre-war thought and post-war thought, between 
socialism and Lutheranism, between the Old World and the New. In his autobiographical 
section in The Interpretation of History, Tillich considers himself, moreover, on the 
boundary between philosophy and religious experience. The task of the theologian, he 
asserts, is to mediate between the conceptual world of philosophy and the experimental 
world of religion. Theology he defines as theonomous metaphysics. 
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Catholic work from the center out. 
They seldom feel the challenge of 
other thought complexes. The “Prot- 
estant” is a critic, a prophet. Luther 
stood on this side of the completion 
of the Catholic system and was thus 
in a position to criticize it. Luther 
came to know Catholicism as it was 
about to pass over its own border. 
From the border he was thus able to 
give Protestantism all the funda- 
mental thoughts. Similarly the great 
prophets worked out all the battle- 
positions for the Hebrew world. 

It is this dynamic Protestant-He- 
brew “on-the-boundary” situation 
which gives rise to truly prophetic 
criticism. The prophet is gripped by 
and grasps the demands of the 
Transcendent for his particular time. 
In his interpretation of the Will of 
God, the prophet must of course 
.tesort to the forms of rational criti- 
cism, which provides the critical 
vocabulary. Tillich’s distinction be- 
tween national and prophetic criti- 
cism, therefore, must not be taken 
as a denial of a relationship. Indeed 
at their best the two interpenetrate 
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each other entirely; in rational criti- 
cism the prophetic becomes concrete, 
while in prophetic criticism the ra- 
tional gains depth and power.! 

The prophetically-minded Prot- 
estant, the true Protestant according 
to Tillich, is thus confronted with 
the task of making decisions—deci- 
sions for the Eternal in time. For the 
historical situation which requires 
our affirmative decision and action 
in order to move forward—Tillich 
employs the special word already 
introduced, Kairos, the fulness 
of time which demands decision and 
creation. In reference to the fulness 
of time the Eternal is designated the 
Eschaton which, without losing its 
transcendent character, stands both 
as a judgment against society and as 
a norm for a new one. Mytho-theo- 
logically expressed, the Eschaton is 
both the Kingdom, corresponding 
to the norm and fulfillment, and the 
Last Judgment, corresponding to the 
decision for the Kingdom or the 
judgment of man. Kairos is the ful- 
ness or bulging of time pregnant 
with the potentiality of bringing 


* As a clarification it may, however, be pointed out that what passes for prophecy is 
not always true prophecy. In an autonomous or secularized society, like our own, the 
prophet is often confounded either with the visionary Utopian or the mere publicist, that 
is to say, with political critic or artistic observer who, however penetrating in his analysis, 
is blinded like his fellows, for without an awareness of the Transcendent, his is only 
the voice of a man, not the voice of the living God. Around Jeremiah there were not 
lacking those who were wise in the strategy of political alliances and the intrigues of 
the court, but they were only shrewd observers of the policy of the king, not prophets 
of the Law, for prophets put their trust in God. 
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forth a more nearly perfect symbol 
of the Kingdom. Kairos is time con- 
fronted with the fulness of the Eter- 
nal and confronted therefore with 
the necessity of epoch-making deci- 
sion. This fulness is apparent in the 
surging up of a new historical “form 
of grace.” For the Transcendent Un- 
conditioned, known in the language 
of devotion as God, expressing itself 
in time, must become manifest in 
some form. Even 
prophetic grace 
must take form, 
otherwise it can- 
not become mani- 
fest. Tillich asserts 
in this connection 
that the Reform- 
ers’ understand- 
ing of grace went 
too far in destroy- 
ing the Catholic 
idea of grace as a substance in form, 
although the Protestants were right 
in criticizing the absolutization of 
the Holy in sacred acts and objects. 
The truly Protestant position, cor- 
rected in the light of history, is, ac- 
cording to Tillich, that grace appears 
in forms although it can never be 
capsuled or enclosed in forms. By 
its nature it transcends forms. Thus 
he resorts to the expression “a form 
of grace,” that is, a form in which 


grace works. Protestantism was once 
U 


In view of the acute social and 
cultural problem of our age lib- 
eral religion must learn even 
more emphatically than before to 
thunder no to all man-made 
absolutes lest liberal religion in 
company with Protestantism in 
general become identified with 
the interests of the favored classes 
of the present order. 
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such a form, rendering thus the age 
of Reformation momentous. Our age 
is likewise especially “kairic” be- 
cause the Transcendent is manifest- 
ing itself prophetically in the prole- 
tariat, which Tillich with astonishing 
directness calls a form of grace that 
comes to us in our dire historical 
necessity to give salvation to society. 
Kairos today is the historical occa- 
sion of the Eternal’s creative-fateful 
break into time 
andhistory,in 
such a way that 
the Transcendent, 
manifesting itself 
within a rational 
form, the prole- 
tariat, confronts 
the Christian with 
the grace of social 
salvation, which 
brings with it an 
inescapable responsibility and a de- 
mand for an irrevocable decision for 
or against. And yet the Christian 
dare not objectify or absolutize that 
form, as does the Communist, lest it 
too become as onesided and mon- 
strous as the capitalism against 
which it rises in righteous indigna- 
tion. The proletariat is a force 
created out of the ailing society we 
know as capitalism to transform 
society. It dare not become an end 
in itself, however, without fateful 
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consequences. It must serve an end 
greater than itself. Moreover as a 
prophetic form of grace it needs the 
healing priestly form of which the 
church still has a store. Tillich’s 
great concern is that Christians and 
socialists should realize together that 
now is the hour of decision. His is 
the prophetic proclamation that the 
hour cometh and now is when Chris- 
tianity and socialism must each grasp 
the significance of the other and, 
joining forces, give meaning to our 
time. For there comes a tide in the 
history of the West, which taken at 
the flood leads nearer to the King- 
dom; omitted, all the voyage of our 
century will be bound in shallows 
and in miseries. The proletariat 
representing prophetic grace and the 
Church representing priestly or heal- 
ing grace can together make history, 
but divided they will witness the 
complete catastrophe of our century. 

Thus far, as we observe at the 
outset, liberal religion has empha- 
sized the negative side of religion, 
that is, the no to dogma and creed, 
accompanied by a tendency toward 
the prophetic in respect to society. 
Therefore, in view of the acute 
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social and cultural problem of our 
age liberal religion must learn even 
more emphatically than before to 
thunder zo to all man-made abso- 
lutes lest liberal religion in com- 
pany with Protestantism in general 
become identified with the inter- 
ests of the favored classes of the 
present order. It must thrust for- 
ward prophetically. But if it is to be 
a healing and binding influence it 
must also take stock of the priestly, 
sacramental, and celebrative element 
in religion which Protestantism in 
general and liberal Protestantism in 
particular have dangerously neg- 
lected. The vitalization of liberal reli- 
gion will follow if it becomes aware 
of the dynamic priestly-prophetic 
union and interaction. Moreover, to 
consider again the weakness of the 
appeal of liberalism to youth with 
which we began our discussion, a 
stress upon the interpenetration of 
the prophetic and the sacramental 
will light up the contours of reli- 
gion, reveal its complicated structure, 
and banish thereby the flatness 
which most of the young people of 
the liberal tradition associate with 
religion. 


* According to Tillich, the kairic moment has already been missed in Europe. 
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SLAVERY RETURNS TO GEORGIA 


By DONALD L. WEST 


N grammar school we were taught 
| to love and be proud of our state. 
We had a song about “Georgia 
Land, our Georgia Land.” Georgia 
was the “Empire State of the South,” 
we learned. Its varied climate, its 
mountains, piedmont regions and 
coastal plains were proof that ours 
was a land espe- 
cially blessed by 
the Creator. 


“Peonage or debt slavery has by 
no means disappeared from our 


—“The Emancipation Proclamation was 


signed 77 years ago, but... .” 


sands of poor whites and Negroes 
throughout Georgia—and the South. 

Oglethorpe County is not the 
only place in Georgia—or the 
South—where debt slavery is ram- 
pant. This was clearly pointed out 
last November in a_ resolution 
passed by the White Baptist Church 
Conference of 
Georgia, meeting 


at Augusta. The 


But I have J/and. There are more Negroes Baptist resolution 
learned many held by these debt slavers than said: 
things about Ogle- were actually owned as slaves “Peonage or debt 
thorpe County on before the war between the Slavery has by no 
my recent trip Syates. The method is the only ™means disappeared 
there. I had read thing which has changed.” from our land. 
of peonage and There are more 


debt slavery, and of the campaign 
being waged by the Abolish Peonage 
Committee of 192 North Clark 
Street, Chicago. I was anxious to 
make a personal investigation of 
Oglethorpe County. As a native 
white Georgian, I was ashamed. 
As an active minister of the Gos- 
pel of Christ, I. am anxious to 
help eradicate evils that degrade 
and destroy human life and liberty. 
I know that brutality, beatings, mis- 
ery and fear are the lot of thou- 


Negroes held by these debt slavers 
than were actually owned as slaves 
before the war between the States. 
The method is the only thing which 
has changed.” 

But Oglethorpe County is where 
this old sore, long gnawing at the 
vitals of the South, has come to a 
head. There is where the corruption 
has come to public notice. And 
there is where the first application 
for a cure must be and is being 
made. 
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Despite the fear that dwells in 
the hearts and seals the lips of the 
people around Oglethorpe County, 
I learned a lot of things. I found out 
that a few men—powerful because 
they own and control the good earth 
and all that lives thereon or comes 
therefrom—are dictators of county 
affairs, and the lives of the people. 
Chief among these “men of power” 
stands W. T. Cunningham, master 
of Sandy Cross and three other 
plantations, and lord of county poli- 
tics. I learned that the white and 
Negro tenants who work for Mr. 
Cunningham, or the few other “men 
of power,” toil from dawn till dusk, 
year in and year out, with the con- 
stant dread and threats of beatings. 
Such a year of toil ends with the 
tenant in debt to the landlord. 
And so a new year is begun. 

I talked with a couple of young 
white men in Lexington, County 
seat of Oglethorpe, who worked on 
the farm of E. O. Cabinet, county 
agent. He is one of the little bunch 
who runs the county. These men 
said they received 60 cents a day 
for their work and Negroes were 
supposed to get 50 cents. 

“How does Cabinet treat his 
workers,” I inquired. 

“He works us all hard, but if a 
nigger don’t suit him, he beats him 
up. He’d rather work niggers than 


whites, ‘cause he can kick them 
around. They won’t do nothing. 


Niggers won’t leave, ’cause they 


afraid to.” 


“What would happen if they did | 


leave?” I asked. 


“Why, the sheriff would go get || 
’em. Put ’em on the chain gang if 
they won’t work,” was the reply. al 

A bent old white man and his :| 


wife were tramping the highway 
just outside Lexington. I asked them 
to ride and drove them out to the 


little tenant shack where they lived. _ 
These folks have the real southern | 
hospitality. They asked me to stay — 
all night with them. Old, warped , 
and bent—lives lived and worn out — 
at grinding toil—their reward is — 


this old ramshackled tenant shack 


with roof and walls that hardly — 
keep out the cold winds and rain. | 
“I’m gonna quit farming,” the ~ 


old man said, “if I can git a home 
to live in.” He referred to some 
sort of welfare home. 

“We work hard but don’t git 
nothing,” the old woman said. “I 
dreamed about heaven ’tother night. 
Hit shore is the purtiest place! 
Things are powful clean there. 
They shore is. I’m a telling you, 
hits the purtiest place I ever seed!” 

And looking around the barren 
shack, it is easy to understand the 
desire for something “purty,” less 
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drab. Yes, the old man knew about 
Negroes being whipped. Had been 
some whites whipped, too. Once 
county agent Cabinet forced two 
big Negroes to beat each other. He 
had one bend down and let the 
other beat him with a strap. Then 
the other took his turn and was 
beaten. The second one got the 
worst, he thought, because the one 
that was beat first got mad and 
laid it on good 
ain divhiairida) A 
queer, a perverted 
sort of revenge, 
maybe. But such 
is life for Negroes 
and poor whites 
on the big plan- 
tations of Georgia. 

I talked with a 
young white man, a high school 
graduate of Winterville who had 
been reared in Oglethorpe County. 
He now works in Atlanta and his 
family lives in an adjoining county 
to Oglethorpe, but he begged that 
I not use his name in anything I 
might write or say. I found this 
same fear everywhere among both 
Negroes and whites. 

“Tm not surprised at anything 
happening in Oglethorpe,” he said. 
“Tt sure is a rotten place. They have 
a county ring. Ed Watkins been 
sheriff for 35 years. The commis- 


evils?” 


“What about the preachers of 
the county?” I inquired. “Do 
they ever speak out against these 


“Preachers!” The boy grinned. 
“Well, they get their money from 
the ring. They won't bite the 
hand that feeds them!” 
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sioner, Smith, bullies people into 
voting for him—them that can 
vote.” 

“What about the preachers of the 
county?” I inquired. “Do they ever 
speak out against these evils?” 

“Preachers!” The boy grinned. 
“Well, they get their money from 
the ring. They won’t bite the hand 
that feeds them!” 

There may be too much truth in 
that observation. 
I conferred with 
several preachers. 
While some were 
inclined to agree 
that certain evils 
bad, they 
were quite con- 
scious that if they 
“spoke up” their 
own lives would be uncertain. Mr. 
Cunningham, and his family, are 
members of one of the Lexington 
churches, and, I was told, very active 
members! Perhaps that is another 
reason why some ministers I con- 
ferred with were overly anxious that 
I not use their name in anything I 
might write. 

Some of the most damning in- 
dictments against Cunningham have 
come from some of the “refugees” 
who have escaped from his and 
other plantations, and by a 1940 
model “underground railroad,” 


were 


82 PROTESTANT DIGEST 


sought safety above the Mason- 
Dixon Line. Such a group exists in 
Chicago, Baltimore and Cincinnati. 
I’ve conferred with several of them in 
Cincinnati. Some of their stories are 
reminiscent of Simon Legree. One 
who escaped from Cunningham says: 

“We had some fat back and 
corn bread and dried peas—never 
had 


eat. We weren't 


enough to 


The hunger and misery of thou- 
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flour, about 10 pounds of meat— 
and that’s all for me, my wife and 
10 children. We had to steal salt 
that was supposed to be used for 
the mules. 

“Many times when I asked Cun- ‘| 
ningham for the doctor to see what | 
was the matter with one of my 
children who was sick, he would | 
say, ‘They don’t | 
need no damned_ 


allowed to have 
Any enue tle 
would feed his 
dogs (he had 
about 15 of them) 
the milk and 
never give my 
children any. 
“He had a spe- 
cial cook for the 
dogs and bought 


fresh meat and 


sands of poor whites and Negro 
families, make them easy prey 
for those like Mr. Cunningham. 
The “law” often works to 
oblige these “gentlemen.” Per- 
haps a sheriff will be told that 
hands are needed. He accord- 
ingly rounds up and imprisons 
any Negroes that may be found 
around town. These may be 
“farmed out’ to the landlords. 


doctor,’ and threat- 
en to beat me up 
if I didn’t get on 
to work.” 

They don’t ex- 
actly buy and sell 


slaves any more, | 
these landlords. 
Its easier and 


cheaper than that. | 
The hunger and | 
misery of thou- 


bones for them. They had barbe- 
cued lamb and he gave them corn 
bread and biscuits. 

“Some mornings my children 
would cry for something to eat and 
I couldn’t give it to them because 
the rations would have to last for 
two weeks. We went without food 
at all for many days.” 

Another says: “Cunningham took 
everything we raised and never 
gave any money. Every two weeks 
he would bring about 24 pounds of 


sands of poor whites and Negro 
families, make them easy prey for 
those like Mr. Cunningham. The 
“law” often works to oblige these 
“gentlemen.” Perhaps a sheriff will 
be told that hands are needed. He 
accordingly rounds up and impris- 
ons any Negroes that may be found 
around town. These may be “farmed 
out” to the landlords. Other condi- 
tions may also lead to the enslave- 
ment of families—a sickness, per- 
haps, and doctor’s bill that cannot be 
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paid. The landlord pays the bill for 
an agreement that the family will 
move over and work it out with him. 
Or maybe a poor white or Negro is 
arrested for some petty crime, the 
landlord pays the fine, and the vic- 
tim goes to work on his farm. They 
accordingly become slaves to the one 
who put up money 
for the fine. 

Some of the 
sworn statements 
of refugees of 
Ole thor pie 
County reveal 
how they fell into 
clutches of Lord 
Cunningham. 

“T was about 14 
years old when I 
first came to Cun- 
ningham’s planta- 
tion with two Auf. 
brothers and four 
sisters. My father and brother had 
gotten into trouble. They were 
arrested and thrown in jail. Cun- 
ningham said he would try to do 
something for them if they would 
come and work for him.” 

Another says: “In 1922, while 
walking on a road alongside of 
Sandy Cross Plantation, I was called 
by Mr. Cunningham. He offered me 
several drinks of whiskey, gave me 
five dollars, and asked me to work 


Mr. Cunningham claims to be 
“the government’ in Oglethorpe 
County, but in Chicago he found 
a black man standing firmly in 
his path; one who is a native of 
Oglethorpe, born and reared on 
its farms, who has seen blood- 
hounds gnawing the flesh on the 
chain-bound legs of his own peo- 
ple, and who, like Frederick 
Douglass, 1s determined to set 
his people free of their bondage. 
That man is William Henry 
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on his plantation, promising to pay 
me $12.00 a month with board and 
room. I took this job, working about 
14 hours a day, six days a week. 
After several months had passed 
without me getting any pay at all, 
I asked for my wages. Mr. Cun- 
ningham swore at me, saying I was 
lucky to have a 
place to work 
without pay. He 
then threatened 
me with beating 
and prison if I 
tried to run off 
the plantation. 
During these 
months several of 
the fellows work- 
ing with me ran 
away, and I saw 
them brought 
back in hand- 
cuffs.” 

“In 1925 I married Will Fleming 
and went to live with him on Sandy 
Cross Plantation. Mr. Cunningham 
promised to pay me 30c for every 
100 pounds of cotton I picked and 
40c a day for hoeing and other 
chores. After the first couple of 
months, I asked Mr. Cunningham 
for my pay. He told me he would 
knock my brains out if I asked 
for it again and threatened to 
knock my brains out if I left the 
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plantation. I saw him beat men with 
straps and pistol butts when they 
were brought back to the plantation 
after running away. So I was afraid 
to ask for money and afraid to leave. 
The only money I ever got was on 
Christmas when Cunningham gave 
me 50c.” 

Another tells of how Cunning- 
ham came to get him from the 
County Jail in Lexington: “Cun- 
ningham signed a bond for my re- 
lease on Dec. 4, 1925, after making 
me promise to work on his planta- 
tion with my family. He said I 
would have to go on the chain gang 
if I didn’t work for him. ‘I am the 
government, he told me.” 

But these stories could go on and 
on—those of the refugees, and those 
I picked up from poor white and 
Negro tenants around over Georgia. 
Stories of the most bestial brutality; 
of tenants running away and being 
chased by bloodhounds who were 
permitted to gnaw the live flesh of 
legs bound securely by 
brought back and forced to toil 
without pay; of lynchings of the 
stream-lined, modern editions; of 
rifling the mails and refusing to pay 
tenants their government checks; of 
Mr. Cunningham defrauding the 
government by having cotton picked 
and sold that was supposed to be 
plowed under. 


chains, 


Yes, Mr. Cunningham is the law, 


the “government,” down there. But, °}* 


when last September, he, with his 


trusty side kicks, Deputy John Paul |}! 
and Attorney Hamilton McWhorter, |} 


invaded Chicago in the state of | 
Abraham Lincoln with their guns » 
and warrants to bring back to Sandy © 
Cross three of his victims who had ° 
escaped—Doc and Otis Woods and — 
Solomon McCannon—he found that 
his “government” didn’t reach quite © 
that far. The poor whites around 
Oglethorpe County get a great laugh 
out of Cunningham’s Chicago ex- 
periences. It has all drifted back — 
down there to them. “They were too 
hot for old Cunningham up there,” 


they say. “He couldn’t run things]: 


the way he does down here. That 
lawyer, Huff, was too smart for ~ 
Cunningham—and he’s a colored — 
man, too. Huff’s making it plenty 
hot for Cunningham. It’d be a sight — 
what would happen to Huff if Cun- 
ningham had him down here, 
though!” 

Mr. Cunningham claims to be the 
“government” in Oglethorpe 
County, but in Chicago he found a 
black man standing firmly in his 
path; one who is a native of Ogle- 
thorpe, born and reared on its farms, 
who has seen bloodhounds gnaw- 
ing the flesh on the chain-bound legs 
of his own people, and who, like 
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Frederick Douglass, is determined to 
set his people free of their bondage. 
That man is William Henry Huff, 
the brilliant Negro attorney, who de- 
fended the three refugees, and is 
pushing the campaign to indict and 
convict Cunningham and his like in 
Oglethorpe County. After the three 
refugees had been in prison for a 
month, Governor Horner, refusing 
to grant extradition, released them. 

This 
was largely due 
to the brilliant 
defense of At- 
torney Huff, and 
the backing of the 
people around the 
Abolish Peonage 
Mr. 


victory 


Committee. 
Huff says: 

“All my life I 
have wanted to free my people in 
Oglethorpe County—the Negro and 
poor whites. I shall not rest until 
Cunningham and all his accom- 
plices move from their plantations 
to the Federal Penitentiary in At- 
lanta.” 

And if I read the signs correctly, 
it seems that Attorney Huff is going 
to have significant backing from 
many sources. The poor whites of 
Oglethorpe County are certainly be- 
hind the campaign. The White Bap- 
tists of Georgia, as shown by the 


I had the privilege of being at 
the North Georgia Congrega- 
tional Youth Conference at Dun- 
can’s Creek in April. I heard 
them discussing these problems. 
Many of these young folk know 
peonage from first-hand experi- 
ence. The words of their resolu- 
tions were not mere rhetoric. 
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resolution already quoted, are cer- 
tainly opposed to peonage and debt 
slavery. And more recently the white 
youth of the Georgia Congrega- 
tional Christian Churches have 
added their voice and efforts to the 
drive. 

I had the privilege of being at 
the North Georgia Congregational 
Youth Conference at Duncan’s 
Creek in April. I heard them dis- 
these 
problems. Many of 
these young folk 
know _peonage 
from first-hand 
experience. The 
their 
resolutions were 


cussing 


words of 


not mere rhetoric. 
Gathered there in 
a territory com- 
pletely controlled and dominated by 
a few powerful landlords, these 
youths passed a most significant 
resolution on peonage and debt 
slavery. They demanded that the 
Federal Government prosecute 
peonage barons in Oglethorpe 
County and make a sweeping in- 
vestigation throughout the South. 
The resolution said: “We... 
hereby pledge ourselves and our 
organizations, to do all in our power 


to eradicate all such _ violations 
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which now besmirch the name and 
honor of our state.” 

It continued: “Certain powerful 
landlords of Oglethorpe County, by 
holding in peonage farm laborers 
and croppers, and by attempting to 
bring back to peonage from Chicago 
in violation of the anti-peonage law, 
men who had escaped from their 
farms, have shamed and disgraced 
our state.” 

The resolution pointed out that: 
“The practice of peonage and debt 
slavery is ruthlessly destructive of 
human values and personality, is 
thoroughly un-American, in-human 
and un-Christian . . . the practice 
of peonage is not confined to Ogle- 
thorpe County, but 


is rampant 
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throughout our state and the South, 
prohibiting thereby the inalienable 
human rights of life, liberty and the 


pursuit of happiness for untold 
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thousands of poor white people and _ 


Negroes—thus 


breeding greater » 


misery, insecurity, and despondency — 


among our people. 


“We call upon the Department | 
of Justice to undertake promptly a_ 
sweeping investigation of peonage — 
throughout the South. We call upon — 


our senators, and 
President to use their influence to 


see that no effort is left unspared 


congressmen, 


in an attempt to wipe out this dia- : 


bolical practice in our land.” 


Words like these rise from the — 


new South. 


VIOLENCE 


The things that end in peace do not begin 
in peace, but in the fires that sweep apart 


the soul’s phalanges and that leave the heart 


char-silent as a wood where fire has been. 
They come in terror, lightning in a storm, 
ripping the clouds with cataracts of light, 
leading the thunder round the walls of night 
and leaving, in the after silence, form. 

It must be that a fury fills the womb 
before a child is born, that all his days 

are flight before it and his twisted ways 
are fear of his own fury. But there come 
hours when he will meet it, see its face . 
in fire, in lightning, in a desert place. 


—BeaTRICE JENNEY. 


By 


MISSIONS—THE TOOL 


OF IMPERIALISM 


By JAWAHARLAL NEHRU 


—“Can a man of truth submit to, or 


even be a passive agent of, the processes of untruth and injustice?” 


F™ some months past a contro- 
versy has been carried on among 
Christian circles in India in regard 
to the “Missionary Pledge.” Two 


and attracted attention. Mr. Cyril 
Modak has further discussed this 
question in a series of interesting 


articles in The Herald. 


American mis- 
sionaries, who 
sympathized with 
India’s 
for freedom and 
wished to give 
public expression 
to that sympathy, 
have had to sever 
their 


with the missions 


demand 


connection 


and one of them! 
has returned to 
the United States. 


With the coming of the British 
Power, a new type of missionary 
came to India. He was attached 
to British officials and the Brit- 
ish army of occupation and repre- 
sented British imperialism far 
more than the spirit of Christ. 
Department 
grew up, as a part of the Gov- 
machinery, and the 
burden of this, in the shape of 
taxes, fell on the non-Christian 
population. 


An Ecclesiastical 


ernment 


I am glad that 
this question has 
been raised and 
public attention 
has been drawn to 
it. For my part I 
did not even 
know, till re- 
cently, that there 
was such a thing 
as a “Missionary 
Pledoes aula bits 
knowledge throws 
a great deal of 


Some Indian 

Christians connected with mission- 
ary establishments in India have also 
been affected. A “Kristagraha Mani- 
festo” on behalf of these foreign mis- 
sionaries who wished to align them- 
selves with Indian nationalism and 


freedom was published in the press 


AMrsiels 


light on the back- 

ground of mission work in India. 
Many of us are apt to forget that 
Christianity is one of the oldest 
religions in India. It came to our 
country more than eighteen hun- 
dred years ago, long before it spread 
in Europe. Not being associated 


Holmes Smith, whose article, Indian Missions and Imperial Britain, 
appeared in the Proresrant Dicesr for May. 


From the Nationa Herarp, Lucknow, February 29, 1940 
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with political domination in any 
way, it found a welcome, as India 
has always welcomed religions and 
ideas from abroad, and it spread 
in South India. There is a large 
population of Syrian Christians 
(that is, Indians belonging to the 
Syrian type of Christianity) in 
South India, notably in Malabar and 
Travancore. During the Mughal 
period Catholic missionaries and 
Jesuits came and 

their 
bore substantial 


work also 


results in the 
South. 

With the com- 
ing of the British 
Power, a new type 
of missionary 
came to India. He was attached to 
British officials and the British army 
of occupation and represented Brit- 
ish imperialism far more than the 
spirit of Christ. An Ecclesiastical 
Department grew up, as a part of 
the Government machinery, and 
the burden of this, in the shape of 
fell on the non-Christian 
population. Even now this depart- 
ment is a reserved subject under 
the Government of India Act and 


taxes, 


no Provincial Government 
touch it. 


Even the private missions that 


may 


were established here were affected 
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It is strange that the gospel of 
Jesus, the gentle but unrelenting 
rebel against untruth and injus- 
tice 1n all forms, should be made 
a tool of imperialism and capi- 
talism and political domination 
and social injustice. 
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by this Government patronage and 
connection. In the average Indian 
mind, the Christian missionary was 
almost indistinguishable from the 
alien official. The Indian Christians, 
in the North especially, reacted to 


all this by tending to become a sect 


apart, not only in matters of reli- 


gion but in other matters also, and ~ 


in clinging helplessly to Govern- 
ment patronage. The 
renaissance which 


and brought new 
life to millions, 
leaving them un- 
affected and unin- 
spired. They drew 
no strength from 
it as others did. Many individuals 
among them, of course, took part 
in this movement. 

Christian missions in India have 
undoubtedly done good work in 
many fields, notably in education, 
and we must be grateful to them. 
But they have always worked with 
a political background that was un- 
favourable and, in the public eye, 
they have been the allies of imperial- 
ism. This has somewhat lessened 
their capacity for good work even 
in the constructive field, and the 
barriers that separated them from 
the mass of Indian humanity have 


national — 


passed them by, ~ 


swept the country — 


wet ced ie eke 


paras @AMvedlbe th i 


ary Wa 


‘S== 


: 

rom. thee 
Drnstians 
ected tim 


remained. To some extent I under- 


') stand this better now that I know 


about the “Missionary Pledge.” In- 
evitably, even if as individuals they 
do not wish it, they have to line up 
with imperialism in India. That 
may have certain advantages for 
them under the existing order, but 
it is clear that they purchase these 
advantages at a cost to their cause 
which is bound to grow as the 
months and years go by. Even from 
the point of view of expediency, the 
barque of imperialism is a sinking 
one. India must and will be inde- 
pendent and the future of India 
will be decided by the Indian peo- 
ple alone. 

But there is a more vital aspect 
and more dangerous consequence. 
Is it good for Christianity any- 
where, more especially in India, to 
be associated with foreign domina- 
tion and imperialism? Can what we 
consider the truth spread, if it is 
tied to untruth and violent rule? 
Can a man of truth submit to, or 
even be a passive agent of, the 
processes of untruth and injustice? 
It makes all the difference in the 
world, as a famous bishop once 
said, whether we. give Truth the 
first place or the second. The “Mis- 
sionary Pledge” seeks to prevent 
the full expression of the truth and 
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suppresses the conscience of the indi- 
vidual. It lines up Christianity in 
India, to some extent at least, with 
the forces of reaction. It is strange 
that the gospel of Jesus, the gentle 
but unrelenting rebel against un- 
truth and injustice in all forms, 
should be made a tool of imperial- 
ism and capitalism and_ political 
domination and social injustice. 
Christianity went to China much 
later than it came to India. Some 
famous and very learned Jesuit 
Fathers Mandarins and 
even governors of provinces. Later 
with the coming of western im- 
perialism, Christian missionaries 
and mission colleges, on the whole, 
have sided with the national move- 
ment, and as a result Christianity 
holds a high place in China today. 
Whether there should be a Mis- 
sionary Pledge or not in India is a 
matter directly concerning the mis- 


became 


sionaries themselves or Christians 
in India. But indirectly it concerns 
others also and, therefore, it is right 
that others should consider it. If 
Christianity is to be a popular reli- 
gion in India, it must dissociate 
itself from such pledges and from 
official patronage and Ecclesiastical 
Departments. It must rest on the 
strength of its message and on the 
good-will of the people. 


CETTER SO Tit DOr ne@re 


CONCERNING THE NEWTON LETTER 


It certainly is good to know we have at last a “Voice of Protestant _ | 
Thought and Action.” I literally hugged myself after reading L. D. New- — 
ton’s letter to Bishop Spellman on the Taylor appointment (in the April — | 


issue). This is the sort of “Voice” Protestants long have needed! 


Hazel Sheldon 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 


* * * * 


IN EVERY TOWN AND HAMLET 


I have been a subscriber to the Protestant Digest ever since its first 
issue, sending you additional subscriptions for others, and I consider it - 
the most “timely” digest printed today, and it should be in the hands of © 
every thinking American in our cities, towns and hamlets throughout the — 


country who possesses love for the welfare of our country. 


Sig. Saxe 
New York City 


* * * * 


THE MIDDLE WAY 


Please accept my sincerest thanks for the May issue of the Protestant > 
Digest. It is one of the finest numbers you have put out! The editorial ‘| 


“Protestantism and the Middle Way” is the most courageous utterance on 
the subject of Catholic control I have seen anywhere. 


Fred Ellis 
Cambridge, Mass. 


* * * * 


HALF OF POLAND 
In the April Digest I loved the article on “The Power of the Open 


1940 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 91 


Life.” I could not however associate it with the confusion displayed by 
Hans Kohn in “The World Must Federate.” It was full of pro-war propa- 
ganda, cheering for the Allies. What reason is there for thinking they are 
any more ready to help small nations than they ever were? It’s an im- 
perialist grab on both sides. Let’s keep out. The “ideals” and “freedom” 
bait is very evident and familiar. 


Then, too, it would have seemed more in keeping with “acting in 
the presence of God” if Marie Syrkin had mentioned that the Soviet Union 
saved half of Poland from being a Charnel House! 

Sadie Dawson 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


* * * * 


RHE HAY IS SHELL TOO?HIGH 


I agree with the Rev. Samuel M. Lindsay of Brookline, Mass., and 
Francis Downey of New York that the Digest sometimes goes over the 
head of the very people it is intended to speak to. You sometimes do “put 
the hay too high.” I myself have only a high school education but there 
are millions who hayen’t even that much and these are the millions the 
Digest should reach. They are the garden variety of common horse-sense 
people who make the back-bone of the nation. The Digest should address 
itself to these millions in simple unmistakable terms. This simplicity of 
language, I am sure, would also impress the “upper crust” who would 
enjoy coming down to earth awhile and giving their erudite minds a rest 
from erudite language. More power to your very splendid paper. 

Ada B. Nawlin 
Washington, D. C. 


* * * * 


FROM THE EDITOR OF THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 


To prevent any misunderstanding of a reference in our Con- 
verted Catholic Magazine for May (p. 27), to the opinion of “A member of 
the Editorial Board of Protestant Digest” regarding the appointment of 
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Myron C. Taylor as the President’s representative to the Pope, I woulc 
like to say that no reflection was intended on the attitude of Protestan. 
Digest itself in this matter. We are thankfully aware of the splendic 
defensive position of your esteemed publication in this and other questions | 
in face of the aggressive activities of the Roman Catholic Church in opposi= 


tion to Protestant principles of freedom and democracy. 


atti sara 


7 


Our observation merely calls attention to the sad fact that there are, 
many Protestant leaders who do not understand the situation as you do, whe |\ 
think they can serve two opposing masters, who are vacillating and try tc 
be neutral where neutrality is not only dangerous, but altogether illogical 
and unreasonable. ; 

a 

As former Catholic priests, we do nothing else but look on this% 
matter from the point of view of the Roman Catholic Church itself. With: 
them, we hold that one must be 100 per cent with the Pope or against him,,| | 


that no ifs and buts are possible. The Jesuit weekly America, in its issue | | 


of April 27, puts it more bluntly than we could when it says: “The most 
unreasonable of all attitudes towards the Papacy is that of neutrality. The 
Pope 1s either the supreme head of Christendom, the infallible teacher oft 
spiritual truth, the successor of Saint Peter and the Vicar of Christ on earth, 
or he is an impostor with whom no respectable persons should have deal- th 
Ings. - 


it is not surprising that they should wage total war against Protestantism ; ih 
and its effects on the social and political order. Protestant Digest has done | 


it will continue to do so. z 


Leo H. Lehmann 


Chief editor, “The Converted Catholic” 4 "4 


June. 


pe, | ro 
Protest 
he spend 
et questo 
h in op 


ES — if you bought any Japanese goods you helped. The money 
spent for even one pair of silk stockings helps to build foreign 
change. Without foreign exchange Japan could not continue her 
ar in China. 

Japan is now extremely vulnerable to economic pressure. The European 
onflict makes America's position in relation to the Far East more significant 
uit han ever before. In view of Japan's renewed efforts to flood American markets 
uit Yith cheap Japanese goods, the boycott MUST continue. 

Ny dong 
| tn 


ELP STOP JAPANESE AGGRESSION! 


Partial List of Sponsors 


We want to make our material more widely HONORARY CHAIRMAN 
vailable. But we need funds to do it. Please put Dr. Mary E. Woolley 
il’ Your name in the space below and send with your | HONORARY VICE-CHAIRMEN 
President Robert D. Leigh 
heck today to help .us carry on. Hon. Gifford Pinchot 
Dr. William Jay Schieffelin 
we ee ee ee ee William Allen White 
AMERICAN BOYCOTT AGAINST AGGRESSOR NATIONS NATIONAL COMMITTEE 
5 Maiden Lane New York City Prof. John Dewey 


j President Frank P. Graham 
nelosed is my check for $0. nun 


Please send me your literature and reports... ccc 
Kindly write name and address in margin below) 


Frederick Brown Harris, D.D. 
ra Josephine Schain 


Margaret |. Lamont, Treasurer 


Visit 
America’s Foremost 
Laboratory of Social Change 
FOURTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE 


rout THE NOVA SCOTIA 
COOPERATIVES 


In the homes of farmers, miners and 
fishermen in the Maritime Provinces 
of Canada 25,000 people meet in 1,500 
study clubs or “kitchen stove colleges” 
once each week to discuss their eco- 
nomic and social problems. Educa- 
tion has brought constructive action 
and they have already organized 
seven hundred cooperative credit 
unions or baby banks, cooperative 
stores, lobster and fish processing 
plants, marketing associations, health 
and housing cooperatives. They are 
bringing a higher standard of living 
to one quarter of the million people 
in the Maritime Provinces. 


Experience the inspiration of this 
new country where natural beauty 
and grandeur vie with the inspiration 
of people who have changed their 
lives by cooperative self help. 


Meet the farmers, miners and fish- 
ermen who have taken part in this 
striking social experiment—enjoy in- 
formal contacts with educators and 
leaders, “the Men of Antigonish” who 
have been responsible for this pro- 
gram of democratic and social change. 
See the cooperatives in action. 


AUGUST 12-24 


Beginning with the Rural and 
Industrial Conference at St. 
Francis Xavier University, An- 
tigonish, Nova Scotia. 


12 Days—TOTAL COST $70 


For further information write: 


The Cooperative League of the USA 


167 West 12th Street New York City 
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Working Shoulder to 
‘Shoulder With the 
Protestant Digest 


To Safeguard Democra, 
Promote Peace 
Fight Anti-Semitisii 


The RELIGIOUS UNIOW 
FOR DEMOCRAC) 


This is a membership organ- © 
ization based on the Judeo- — 
Christian tradition. It is a 
coalition not merely of Chris- — 
tians and Jews, however, but — 
of all who are concerned with ~ 
the preservation of spiritual 
values during a period of social 
change. 

It works for: civil and reli- | 
gious liberty, protection and 
extension of democratic rights 
and specifically the rights of 
all minorities, and the build- 
ing of world peace through it 
world community. 

It works against: Father — 
Coughlin and the so-called — 
“Christian Front’, false propa- — 
ganda by which current his- — 
tory is being rewritten from 
an ecclesiastical angle, at- — 
tempts to gain state support 
for church schools, church cen- 
sorship in any form. 


Join to-day! Urge your friends and neigh- | 
bors to join. Form a Community Council | 


Fill Out This Membership Blank 


Rev. Alson J. Smith 
RELIGIOUS UNION FOR DEMOCRACY 
Room 1219, 521 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. 


1 am in accord with your principles and 
purpose. Enclosed you will find........ 
for which please enroll me as a.......... 
member. ' 


= 


cme reece reece erercecceet aces © om 
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Regular Membership, $1.00; Subscribing Member- 
ship, $2.00; Contributing Membership, $5.00; — 
Sustaining Membership, $10.00; Endowment — 

Membership, $25.0! ; 


ABINGDO BOOKS TO HELP aa 
CLARIFY PROBLEMS 
THE FAITH BY WHICH THE CHURCH LIVES CEORGIA 


A statement of the basic and perennial, and therefore the living, convictions of 
the Christian church as presented: by the first woman to hold a professorship in 
theology at a seminary. 

The background of the discussion is greatly enriched by the participation of 
Professor Harkness in the conferences at Oxford, Madras, and Amsterdam, and the 
smaller meeting at Geneva in July, 1939. 

The discussion culminates in a lofty setting forth of God as Creator, Judge, 
and Redeemer, which climaxes in a noble Credo. $1.50 


THINKING ALOUD IN WAR-TIME Fae et Tn 


Dr. Weatherhead is always a vivid writer. In this book he offers help to those 
whose thinking is confused and shaken by the present world situation. The Presby- 
terian Tribune says: “It is peculiarly good for those who stand in kind of fascinated 
horror as spectators. Now is the appointed time for us to think through this inter- 
national situation.” $1.00. 


At the Better Bookshops NEW YORK CINCINNATI CHICAGO 


THE ABINGDON PRESS pogo Pitsberah eon 


Detroit Kansas City 


WHAT DOES JESUS SAY Don West’s New Book 


front on our problems of Democracy, &é 
eat Communism, Fascism, Pacificism, TOIL AND HUNGER’ 
ippor Class War, Co-operation? 
h cel 
Sd 
Read the 48-page booklet 
Is acollection of his latest poems published 
this spring. Don has been variously called 


A WORKER L OKS the “‘preacher-poet,” the ‘“‘people’s poet,” 
and the “poet of the mountains.”’ 


Jesse Stuart writes: “Not even James 
AT JESUS Whitcomb Riley has written poetry nearer 

the soil than has this young poet, Don West 
. .. Don has lived the things he writes. They 
area partofhim. He knows his material...” 


And here is another collection of timely 
poems about the plain folks of our land. 
© Many are about the South and the mountains. 
A paper bound edition is being issued at 50 
cents to make it available to more people. 


Sent postpaid for IO cents; You can place your order in advance, and get 
2 one of the first copies off the press, auto- 


By Davin Grant 


Tac’ graphed, if you say so. Order either from 
12 copies, $1.00 Mr. West or the publishers. You don’t 


want to miss these poems, fresh as a first 
@ plowed new-ground field in spring-time! 


Hageglund Publishers 
52] Fifth Avenue, N.Y. C. | San Benito, Texas 


Protestant Press Association 


“A Gleam of Hope 


For Democracy in America 
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PROTESTANT DIGEST, 
521 Fifth Ave., 
New York, N. Y. 


GENTLEMEN: 


3eginning with the June issue, please enter a five-month trial 
subscription for which is enclosed one dollar. 

That is taken from a “blind pension’’ because the DIGEST is 
what I have badly needed for forty years. With hand reading 
glasses and a focused light, I can wade through your pages more or 
less thoroughly. 

However, the yearly subscription cost tries me sorely. In a short 
time a notice of ‘‘expiration’”’ will be received with little possibility 
of my scraping up $3. I am already hopelessly shackled to The 
NATION as I have been for years. The PROTESTANT DIGEST 
alone can supplement it. . . . 

For a long time, in the wilderness of Montana and California, I 
have distrusted the widely publicized liberalism of the Roman 
Catholic Church in America. Sheen’s rhetoric at Broun’s funeral or 
the bland tut tuts of Spellman when dismissing implications of the 
Taylor-Vatican episode, did not lessen my distrust. An article in 
your pages enlightens me besides indicating the fascist tendencies 
of the hierarchy. 

Knowledge to be gotten is what makes life endurable to me. 
The appearance of the PROTESTANT DIGEST is a gleam of hope 
for Democracy in America. 

F. B. Menpoza, 
Hornbrook, Calif. 


In these days of confusion and mounting war hysteria the 
steadying influence of the PROTESTANT DIGEST is 
needed more than ever. Won’t you make a donation now 
to aid our work? Perhaps you wish to renew your sub- 
scription for 2 years at $5 or send the Digest to friends at 
$1 for 5 months. Use this coupon. 


PROTESTANT DIGEST, 
521 FIFTH AVE., 
NEW YORK, N. Y. 
Enclosed is $ Apply this amount to | Renewal of my own subscrip- 


tion for 2 years. a Outright gift. iat Send DIGEST to enclosed names for five months, 
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A Lapypman’s Sermon 
ee 


As far as I remember, just before Jesus left this 


earthplane, he said to his disciples, “And I give you an- 
other commandment, that you love one another.” May 
I respectfully call your attention to the fact that this 
was a commandment. 

How the Christians have obeyed this commandment 
it is not necessary for me to say. The Christians are 
crucifying Jesus every day by their hatred toward one 
another, and especially by their intolerance toward the 
Jews. Little do they realize or know that through the 
Jews the Ten Commandments are here, that through 
the Jews the founder of the Christian religion was given 
to the world, who taught love and not hate. 

We hear, in some pulpits, that Judas Iscariot was a 
Jew, but we never hear that Jesus, his eleven disciples, 
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and all the other prophets 
were Jews. 

It is about time that the Church should really wake 
up and realize that you should never throw a stone 


into the well from which you receive good clear water. 
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